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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BUSINESSMEN PLEAD FOR AID TO STRENGTHEN CENTRAL AMERICAN DEMOCRACIES 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 20 Feb 82 p 4-A 


iText] Businessmen from 22 nations of the continent requested yesterday in 
San Jose that all Central American nations be helped to consolidate democratic 
Systems and to stop the advance of Marxist subversion and terrorism. 


The request was made at the close of an extraordinary general assembly of the 
Inter-American Council of Commerce and Production [IACCP], to which all the 
entrepreneurs of the continent belong. 


At the end of that conference--which was held during the past 2 days--it was 
agreed that all American governments should take political actions in support 
of the efforts of the men who are struggling for democracy and individual 
freedom in Central America. 


Dr Jose Represas (Mexico), president of this private organization, explained 
that they had held the meeting in Costa Rica because Central America is in a 
period of economic stagnation and is the site of extreme violence. 


Meeting 


During the past 2 days, leaders of various organizations of Central American 
private entrepreneurs explained to their colleagues from the continent the 
problems they are now facing. 


The task was performed by Dr Francisco Perez do Anton (Guatemala), Camilo 
Rivera Giron (Honduras), Juan Vicente Maldonado (El Salvador), Mar Koberg 
(Costa Rica) and Dr Joaquin Vallarino (Panama). 


Costa Rica was also represented by Edmondo Gerli, president of the Costa 
Rican Association of Managers of Enterprises, ACOGE. 


At the end of the meetings, which were held at the Hotel Irazu, the 
entrepreneurs of the continent signed a document which they called the 
"Declaration of San Jose." 


In that document they stated that it is wrong to blame the political agitation 
and the violence in the region entirely on internal economic causes. 














They added, "The subversion and terrorism are of foreign origin and are 
fostered by the communist regimes of the USSR and Cuba who are attempting to 
make the region unstable for political reasons." 


They believe that certain reprehensible international pressure groups and 
communications media, which misinform world public opinion and distort the 
real Centrai American conditions, are to blame for this situation. 


They say that the problem of Central America is not an isolated case of one 
region on the continent but rather that it is a part of the scenario of 
confrontation between totalitarianism and freedom. 


For this reason, they called on the free entrepreneurs of America to be 
vigilant and maintain solidarity with the Central American peoples torn apart 
by "the scourge of Marxist totalitarianism." 


Statements 


The [ACCP also expressed faith in democracy as a way of life and condemned the 
“obvious objectives of unbalancing the nations with the material and 
ideological help of countries like the USSR and Cuba who, without regard to 
cost in lives and property, endeavor to impose police regimes in order to 
subject the peoples to the designs of the totalitarian political elites." 


They promised to launch an intensive campaign to clarify the true situation 
in Central America and to awaken the decision-making bodies of the world 
democratic nations and public opinion to the truth of the tragic events 
taking place in Central America. 


9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CANADA INCREASES AID TO FOUR CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 13 Feb 82 p 4-A 


[Text] Accord’ 1g to a report issued yesterday by the Canadian Embassy in San 
Jose, during the next 5 years Honduras, Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Panama will 
receive $106 million in aid from Canada for development programs. 


The exact amounts to be turned over to each country each year have not yet been 
set. 


The announcement of the increase in Canadian aid for the area was made 2 weeks 
after the meeting of Mark MacGuigan, Canadian secretary of state for external 
affairs, with the area's ambassadors in Honduras during the ceremony for the 
inauguration of the Robert Suazo Cordova government. Robert Douglass Sirss 

is the Canadian ambassador to Costa Rica. 


The Agreement 


MacGuigan made the annoucement yesterday in Canada, stressing that since 1972 
Canada has distributed $60 million in bilateral aid. Of this amount, $40 
million was spent during the last 5 years. Thus, he concluded, the increase 
is quite significant. 


The minister said that the exact amount which will be distributed to each 
nation during each of the 5 years cannot yet be set. 


He added that due to the turbulent situation prevailing in Central America, 
what should be done now is "to draw up a plan which is flexible as to the 
amount and conditions of the aid." 


He did say, however, that Honduras is the nation which will be most benefitted, 
"as has been the case in the past," since it is the poorest state of Central 
America. 





Costa Rica and Nicaragua will come second in the amount of aid given, because 
of their serious economic problems, and finally Panama will be given increased 
Canadian aid. 











The embassy added that Nicaragua has already received $4.5 million in wheat 
shipments and a few months ago a management study for the food sector was 
approved. 


The minister also said that in Guatemala and El Salvador the current level of 
violence makes it difficult to maintain existing development aid projects or 
to pian new ones. 


Until these conditions change, he said, it will not be possible to continue 
Canadian contributions to the developmentai needs of those nations. 


The embassy in San Jose said that, meanwhile, the increase in aid shows a 
profound concern for the poverty and economic confusion in the isthmus and 
"the traumatic social changes which are taking place in the area." 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


MADRID PAPER INTERVIEWS ARGENTINE ENVOY 
PMi51001 Madrid ABC in Spanish 7 Apr 82 p 14 


[E.S. undated interview in Madrid with Argentine Ambassador to Spain Enrique 
F. Lupiz: "Argentina Values Spain's Conduct Very Highly] 


[Text] Madrid--The Argentinians' sudden attack on the Malvinas has polarized 
the world's attention since last Friday and caused anxiety regarding what 
could become an armed confrontation between Britain and Argentina. Argentine 
Ambassador to Spain Enrique F. Lupiz discussed some aspects of the crisis with 
us. 


"First an explanation about the Malvinas archipelago. These islands have been 
part of our national territory ever since the republic's independence, by 
virtue of the natural succession to the rights which the Spanish crown exer- 
cised over them until 1811, when they were transferred to the sovereignty of 
the Nascent Republic. Contrary to what is believed, our country carried out 
administrative and legal acts on the islands from that date. In 1823 the 
Argentine Government appointed a governor of the Malvinas, who exercised all 
the rights and duties inherent in his position. Of course, in 1833 we wer. 
expelled from our territories, so the widespread belief that Argentina never 
took possession of these territories is incorrect." 


Question: How does Argentina justify the landing on the islands? What solu- 
tions does it see to the crisis? 


Answer: The situation is simple. Argentina and Britain uphold two principles 
equally vaiid under international law: self-determination, which Argentina 
rejects, and decolonization, which the United Kingdom refuses to accept. 


All that is certain is that our country has claims to ownership recognized by 
the majority of countries. Britain cannot say the same. Furthermore, there is 
a curious fact: when in 1825 our two countries signed a treaty of friendship, 
cooperation and navigation, the United Kingdom recognized our sovereignty with- 
out any reservations concerning rights or claims over the territories under 
Argentine national sovereignty. Despite this de facto recognition, in 1833 

it expelled the Argentine population from the islands with an act of aggression. 














Our view of the future could not be simpler: sovereignty is nonnegotiable, but 
we are open to any kind of negotiation that will prevent a confrontation, for 
which we are, however, prepared. 


Question: Is Argentina aware of the economic and political cost of the "re- 
covery’ of the islands? 


Answer: Completely. Our action was restrained at all times. The fact that the 
British suffered no casualties is clear proof of this. We suffered four dead 
and several injured. Neither the property nor the inhabitants of the islands 
suffered any harm, everything was carefully assessed. Not only the landing. 

We are aware of all the repercussions that the action could cause if the inter- 
national mediation to which, I repeat, we are open is unsuccessful. 


Question: Last, how does your country judge Spain's conduct with regard to the 
conflict? 


Answer: Positively. Spain was one of the first to state its position. To 
confirm its constant support for the just Argentinian claims over part of its 
territory. The Spanish Government's communique, which preceded all the rest, 
coincides with the position of the majority of the fraternal Latin American 
countries. The Argentine Government cannot fail to appreciate the true value 
of this stance. 


The speech made by Spain's representative on the Security Council, explaining 
Spain's vote, again explains the origins of the conflict, which is nothing other 
than an unresolved colonial problem in which the UN stance, unfailingly backed 
by Spain, was clear. In this connection it would be appropriate to cite our 
foreign minister's remarks to the Security Council: "The Argentine delegation 
wishes to thank the council members who have supported us or who have abstained 
for their understanding of the arguments in our favor." 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


PAPER COMMENTS ON OAS ANNIVERSARY 
PY142225 Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 14 Apr 82 p 8 
[Editorial: "The OAS' Anniversary" ] 


[Excerpts] The origin of the 14 April celebration marking the day of the 
Americas goes back to the creation of the International Union of the American 
Republics [Union Internacional de Las Republicas Americanas] in 1890. This 
organization worked through the trade office of the American Republics 
[Oficina Comercial de Las Republicas Americanas], later on called the Panamer- 
ican Union, which gave birth to the OAS. The OAS charter was signed in 1948. 
For this reason, the OAS is the oldest regional organization among the exist- 
ing ones. 


On this new anniversary, the OAS is undergoing a current historic moment which 
is decisive not only for America's future but also for the future of the OAS 
itself. The action through which the Argentine sovereignty over the Malvinas 
Islands was vindicated and the aggressive UK attitude insisting on its unjust 
claims over a territory which does not belong to it, gives the OAS the oppor- 
tunity to definitely put to one side the taking of routine decisions or mons 
passing of innocous resolutions; to fulfill its intended purpose. 


The positions adopted by a major number of the member countries in the face of 
the Anglo-Argentine conflict--as has been the case with those clearly taken by 
Venezuela, Panama or Peru-~-show that the OAS can be an adequate forum through 
which to channel and implement the anticolonialist feeling of American coun- 
tries. 


The OAS proceeded prudently in not interfering with the talks Gen Alexander 
Haig held with the Argentine and the British Governments. When the time comes 
for the OAS to act, it is expected that will do so in a forceful and clear 
fashion, thus ratifying the fundamental task of strengthening the principles 
for an understanding designed to implement an efficient overall strategy to 
defend the peace and the sovereignty of the American countries. 


If notwithstanding the latter, some OAS member countries continue to adopt a 
position in favor of colonialism, it will serve to clearly identify those 
countries who do not feel themselves with the principles of Americanism, even 
though they belong to the OAS. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


FEASIBILITY OF UK BLOCKADE OF MALVINAS DOUBTED 
PY101421 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 0155 GMT 10 Apr 82 
[By TELAM's special correspondent ] 


[Text] Puerto Belgrano, 9 Apr (TE..AM)--The atmosphere of tranquility that pre- 
vails in the area of Bahia Blanca, in the City of Punta Alta--which is close to 
the Puerto Beigrano base--and in the base itself at no time reflects the war 
crisis claimed by foreign news agency dispatches. 


Genecal comments on the preparations for a blockade by a powerful British fleet 
indicate that it is virtually impossible to set up a blockade with surface 
ships since these ships would have to place themselves within the reach of the 
air torce which could operate both from the mainland and from the islands, 
which, it is said, can serve as a real nautral aircraft carrier for this pur- 
pose. As Admiral Ayerra said in a televised interview, the islands cannot be 
attacked with missiles either from surfacs ships or submarines. The missiles 
used by the British ships are designed to attack targets located on smooth 
surfaces like the sea and if the British attempted to use those missiles on 
ground targets they would be absolutely ineffective because they would be 
stopped by any promontory. 


Regarding comment on an amphibious operation similar to the one carried out by 
the Argentine Navy on the Malvinas Islands [passage indistinct] preparation. 


Despite these technical limitations, the very presence of a fleet of that 

size poses a potential threat not only because of the high degree of alertness 
it will require from the Argentine units to neutralize its action but because 
of the risks of internationalization of the conflict, since the acts of that 
fleet could affect the interests of third countries which maintain trade with 
Argentina. 


It is also commented on the swiftness with which Argentina responded to the 
British decision to blockade the islands by instituting the South Atalntic 
command and by ordering the enlistment of the necessary troops to defend the 
area. It was also noted that troops stationed on the islands have food 
supplies enough to survive a l-year siege and that the Hercules planes can 
continue to make flights to replenish supplies. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINE 


"CLARIN' ON ARGENTINE-BRITISH DIFFERENCES 
PY081747 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1530 GMT 7 Apr 82 


[Text ] Buenos Aires, 7 Apr (NA)--In its editorial today the newspaper CLARIN 
states that "The distance between the two positions (the Argentine and British 
positions) must not discourage anyone" and that London did not evaluate accur- 
ately the importance which this historical demand really meant for Argentina." 


The note entitled "Important News" indicates that "on ordering the recovery of 
the archipelago by a contingent of armed troops, Argentina did not want to 
begin an armed confrontation with the United Kingdom, but on the contrary, 

to call the attention of the world to the need to repair a territorial break-up 
which took place a century and a half ago." 


It also states that when the incident took place on Saint Peter Island, in the 
South Georgia Islands, "it became clear that London had not accurately evaluat- 
ed the importance which this historical demand meant for Argentina, a demand 
deeply rooted in the people in all its aspects. The consequence of that rigid 
position is evident." 


Regarding the mediation proposed by President Reagan, CLARIN states that "in 
practice it means to resume contacts between the two parties, which have broken 
relations, to study the possibility of finding a peaceful solution to the 
situation created." 


It adds that, "of course the mediation will be carried out without detriment 
to the existing points of view of the two parties. For Argentina, the 
recognition of its sovereignty is essential, beyond any other consideration. 
For the United Kingdom, everything must return to the previous status quo. 
That is, restoring the Malvinas situation to that before the recovery." 


Upon indicating that "the distance between the two positions must not discourage 
anyone," the editorial states, referring to the U.S. proposal, that "the mere 
possibility of communicating the thought of each party to the other, disregard- 
ing their natural positions, represents an invaluable contribution." 
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COUNTRY SECT LON ARGENTINA 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST 'HERALD' DECRIED 
PY150110 Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 8 Apr 82 p 14 Sect I 


[Article entitled "Alliance Between Stupidity and Decrepit Cowardice Amid 
Genuine Patriotic Feelings" by Manfred Schonfeld] 


[Excerpts] Stupidity and cowardice--which are the traits of those sharing an 
innate inclination toward forming alliances and unit .ng forces--again became 
notorious through positions and actions which came ‘o smear this moment of 
genuine, fervent patriotic sentiment Argentina is experiencing. 


We are referring, on the one hand, to those who yesterday refused to distribute 
copies of our colleague newspaper BUENOS AIRES HERALD, on the contention that 
this old, decent Argentine newspaper in English had been adopting a pro-British 
stand in the contlict our country is having with Great Britain. We are also 
referring, on the other hand, to those who disguised behind anonymity or hidden 
behind anonymous phone calls have been making death threats against journalists 
of the above newspaper. 


Those who adopt these positions and perpetrate these acts have been indulging 
in what is figuratively known as "dealing blows below the belt."’ They believe 
that they are thus dealing blows to the British or to some British citizens who 
reside in Argentina. They fail to see that in the final analysis they are 
dealing those blows to Argentina's prestige and good name. 


The BUENOS AIRES HERALD is an Argentine newspaper, irrespective of the source 
of, or how the capital of the enterprise that publishes it is integrated. A 
newspaper--like any enterprise or institution--is Argentine when it is in the 
country, when it is performing a function there, when it becomes something use- 
ful and when it makes useful contributions, and the BUENOS AIRES HERALD has 
been doing all this during three generations. 


Furthermore, the fact that a newspaper is printed in a foreign language does 
not prevent it from being Argentine. 


We cannot rid ourselves of the impression that since James Neilson, the succes- 
sor of Robert Cox as director of the BUENOS AIRES HERALD, has demonstrated that 
the fate of his predecessor had not frightened him and has been following 
exactly the same invariable professional line, there can always be circles 
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which would give anything to successfully repeat a second "Cox operation," 
this time against Neilson. It seems to us that for people of such regressive 
mentalityv--for whom nothing is sacred, not even the present struggle in which 
the nation is now engaged to defend its sovereignty and its honor--the present 
conflict could give an excellent pretext to accomplish this goal. 


After all, Neilson is British and there are other British citizens helping him 
in the newspaper he directs. The watchword seems to be then: Let us take 
advantage of the low forms of hatred which could be provoked by a confrontation 
between two countries and let us thus eliminate the "problem" posed by Neilson 
and the BUENOS AIRES HERALD, one of the few independent press organizations left 
in the country. It should not be overlooked that the Spanish translation of 

the newspaper editorial is eagerly read by a vast group of non-English speaking 
readers who buy the newspaper only to read the editorial. 


Incidentally--and despite the fact that its readers consist primarily of British 
residents in our country--the BUENOS AIRES HERALD, in the face of this crisis, 
was able to maintain a serious, objective position both in its editorials and 
its news columns, thus professing a degree of professionalism which could be 

a lesson for many journalists. It has not indulged in any sort of petty senti- 
mentalism and has depicted reality in clear, precise terms. 


CSO: 3010/1325 


11 











COUNTRY SECTION ARGENT INA 


Ting 


- 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT DECREE--Buenos Aires 9 Apr (NA)--The Casa Rosada reported that 
through decree 669 signed today the government ordered the imposition of some 
additional restrictions on public expenditures, "taking into account criteria 
for reduction of fiscal expenditures." Although the official report does not 
mention that this decree is in any way related to the crisis with Great Britain, 
it is believed that in some way the presidential decision to further contain 
public expenditures is related to the crisis. The restrictions refer to the 
filling of vacancies, budget appointment for payment of salaries to temporary 
employees and for overtime work, expenses for publicity and propaganda, outside 
contracts for work and services, and official missions abroad. [Excerpts] 
[PY092344 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 2035 GMT 9 Apr 82] 


CSO: 3610/1325 
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BELIZE 


PRIME MINISTER'S 1982 BUDGET CRITICIZED 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 7 Mar 82 pp 1, 14 


[Text] Nineteen Eighty-two budget details, announced by the Prime Minister to the 
House of Representatives last Friday, was a repeat of the previous year's gloomy 
Statistics--rising inflation, falling production, a continuing flight of capital, a 
growing trade imbalance and for the fourth straight year, new taxes heaped where 
they hurt most on--motor fuels and customs duties. 


Government this financial year hopes to raise 99.4 million from the domestic rev- 
enue--$15 million or nearly 18 per-cent more than it raised last year for an expen- 
diture programme which is top-heavy with bureaucracy and a public debt the servicing 
of which already eats up six per-cent of the revenue pie. (Please see chart oppo- 
site). 


The tax measures are expected to bring in some $3 million extra, which will help 
stabilize a modest capital programme (Capital 11) of 18 million. 


Behind the budget figures looms an even starker pictures likely to deflate the most 
bouyant of optimists. It concerns the continued flight of capital and the conse- 
quent reduction in bank holdings from $105.7 million at the end of December 1980 

to $103.7 million at the end of 1981. Against this bank advances rose from $92 
million at the end of 1980 to $108 million in 1981. To make matters worse, though 
the Prime Minister did not mention this in his budget speech, the approved external 
assets of the Monetary Authority once more plunged--from a high of $20.6 million 

in December 1980 to $13.7 million at the end of January, 1982. 


During 1981 the gap in the balance of trade widened by nearly 30 per-cent--from 
$52.3 million in 1980 to 75.6 million in 1981. Sugar was down, molasses was down 
(in value, up in volume), citrus was down (in value, up in volume), bananas were 
down, beans were down and beef was down. Rice and corn production was up, largely 
because the Marketing Board offered very attractive prices for both. 


On its Capital 111 spending programme the Government announced plans to spend $87 
million, even though it admits it does not know where $64 million of this is com 
ing from. "Some projects in our capital sections have been listed, although sources 
of funding have not yet been identified" the Prime Minister said. 
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Capital 111 is the area of the budget that the country knows the least about. Gov- 
ernment always announces how much it hopes to spend on Capital 111 but never gives 
any details on how much it does actually spend. It is the great grey area of the 
budget, where it appears the Government is accountable to no one except itself. 


SALARIZS & WAGES 
TRAVELLING MAINTENANCE 
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COUNTRY SECTLON COLOMBIA 


LLERAS RESTREPO PROMOTES GALAN CANDIDACY 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 21 Mar 82 pp 1-A, 3-A 
[Article: "Lleras Establishes Position on Presidential Elections" ] 


[Text] Former President Carlos Lleras confirmed his support for Luis Carlos 
Galan, and declared that to enter the elections with the presidential candidacy 
of Alfonso Lopez Michelsen "would be tantamount to suicide, and there is every 
indication that he himself realizes this." 


In the NUEVA FRONTERA editorial entitled "A New Political Force" Lleras claims 
that the country wants a change and a renewal, and "the Liberal Party cannot 
deny it.” 


In commenting on the redrafting proposed by Dr Lopez, the statesman says: 
"There is talk about a redrafting, that is, an abrogation of what the Medellin 
conventicn decided, with little awareness of the time. The redrafting cannot 
consist of backing the Lopez candidacy, the weakness of which is obvious, nor 
launching nominations which no one in the country is requesting. It is only 
natural to believe that, when Lopez speaks of a redrafting, he is not preclud- 
ing his withdrawal; redrafting a problem in a manner different from that in 
which it was presented to him the first time." 


Lleras then gives assurance that the candidate Galan has no opposition in the 
Liberal Party, and that "he has done nothing to arouse it." 


Lleras Restrepo also announces that, if the party adopts the course of action 
that seems best to him, he is ready to participate in the presidential campaign 
without sparing any effort. 


Following is the text of the editorial in NUEVA FRONTERA: 


Just a few months ago, Luis Carlos Galan, with a small group of colleagues of 
his own generation and of other subsequent ones, undertook the organization of a 
movement which he named "New Liberalism". It was not, and it still is not 

his intention to create a new party. A clear assessment of the national poli- 
tical reality and a long-standing, deep, family and personal bond with the 
Colombian Liberal Party prompted him, from the outset, to discard a course of 
action which other leaders attempted in their time and had to abandon: for 
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example, Gaitan and Carlos Arango Velez. Galan was born in a Liberal home, 

and was instructed in Liberal ideas; from a very early age, he has fought for 
them both in writing and speaking. He loves his party. For all these reasons, 
instead of abandoning it, he has desired to strengthen and improve it. While 
other young people, exasperated by the shameful spectacle of buying votes and 
absorbing patronage, convinced that the "machinery" will never allow for change, 
join the ranks of subversion or try to organize movements such as that of the 
"Firm group, which have faiied to arouse the sentiments of the masses, Galan 
has kept alive his confidence in the possibility of improving the instruments 
of democracy so that, with them, the Colombian Liberal Party which, throughout 
its history, has wanted to be and has almost always been the faithful represen- 
tative of the popular classes and the progressive portion of the bourgeoisie, 
could clean up the operations of the branches of government that have been 
falling apart and becoming corrupt, apply the old Liberal egalitarian sentiment 
to the current sociai problems, and incline itself toward the anonymous masses 
who, crushed by poverty and blinded by tgnorance, do not have and are unable to 
have any political notions, and therefore abstain in the elections or give 
their vote to those who, with gratuitous mercy, offer them what the state is 
dutybound to give them: basic public services, a place for their children in 
the government schools and an opportunity to work. Galan has presented the 
ideals and obligations of a party which has no reason to exist if it loses its 
social inspiration. Confronted with tolerance for evils and offenses which, 

a few years ago, would have scandalized the nation, and which are now accepted 
almost as something normal, he calls for the essential integrity in civic 
customs. He counters the misuse of the news media with an arduous task of 
direct contact with the people in the universities, the urban neighborhoods 

and the rural areas; he finances his campaign with modest contributions from 
theusands of persons; he does not buy votes; he does not offer public positions; 
he does not stoop to accepting the perpetuity of incompetence or the harmful 
results of discrimination and exclusivism, in order to win followers. 


l am not among the founders of the "New Liberalism" but I view it with deep 
sympachy, and I have given it public support, which I now renew enthusiastic- 
ally. I could not have done otherwise. I have always believed that it was 
unnecessary to replace Liberalism in its historic mission. Years ago, l 
stated: "On the irreplaceable foundations of free examination and an aspiration 
to equality, Colombian Liberalism has been able to interpret the aspirations of 
the proletarian masses in the modern world." And I added: "That is why other 
parties have not progressed in Colombia; that is why ours has been and will 
continue to be the party of evolution, the party of democratic liberty nd 
social justice.” I still believe the same thing, but I have also been protest- 
ing against the abandonment of principles, and against the mechanical precedence 
of the political boss machinery over party motivation. For over 7 years, 
NUEVA FRONTERA has criticized the practice of "patronage". I have defended 

and will continue to defend the Liberal Party as a popular espouser of great 
principles, not as a mere power structure, and protector of privileges and 
abuses. We must continue to battle against thisdegeneration of our group, 
without admitting that we must accept it simply because it has attained a 
precarious majority at a given time, with the use of patronage. The task of 
renewing Liberalism cannot be accomplished in just a day. 
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What remarkable results the forces of the "New Liberalism" achieved in the 
elections for public corporations! It must be borne in mind that Luis Carlos 
Galan began his campaign a few months ago, and at that time did not propose 

to appear as a presidential candidate for the next term. The vacuum was 
created, as a result of the machinations at Sincelejo and Medellin and, 
fortunately, he has assumed it with remarkable courage and intellectual dignity. 
He did not have time to organize the major forces of renewal throughout the 
country, and this explains the fact that, in many municipalities, lists from 
his movement were not even recorded; however, where he was able to operate 
with some intensity, the results were remarkable. I experienced one of the 
greatest emotions of my life on election day, when I visited the voting places 
in Bogota. It was as if a youthful breeze, a breath of spring, was sweeping 
away the vestiges of an outworn system. That flame cannot be extinguished; 
there would die with it the last chance for Liberalism to keep the younger 
generations among its members. It is foolish to tell them: nothing has happen- 
ed here, stifle your enthusiasm and submissively line up in the ranks of the 
patronage system. I don't know what Luis Carlos Galan and those who were 
elected on his tickets or who led his forces in the various sections of the 
country are going to decide on their future conduct. But I view with sadness 
the urging imposed on them to dampen their enthusiasm and become an appendage 
of the patronage machinery. Those who do such urging are simply agreeing to 
let the Liberal Party continue on the course of its decline and the forces 
seeking its rebirth appear disillusioned and submissive when faced with the 
electoral challenge of the Conservatives. Sacrifices of that kind were made 
in the past, and neither the party nor the country was satisfied with the 
results. The figures on the recent elections attest to this. 


In 1974, Mr Lopez Michelsen received 3.009 million votes in the country. Now, 
the figure will barely exceed 2.2 million. But the population has grown in 

8 years, and in 1974 only those over 21 years old could vote, while now those 
who have exceeded the age of 18 can do so. Anyone who has claimed the title 
of sole leader of Liberalism has found the number of votes in his favor to 
decline dramatically. Of course, Lopez knew that he had no support in the 
capital of the republic, and therefore he did not even try to make a great 
demonstration here, similar to the cne of his campaign 8 years ago. But per- 
haps what he did not anticipate, even in his worst times of depression and 
anxiety, was the magnitude of his decline among the Bogota electorate. As 
compared with 394,000 votes that he won in 1974, he has now received only 
99,895; a loss of 200,000 votes, which would be interpreted in any country 

as a summons to political retirement. The coordinator of his campaign, 
emerging from the offices of ANIF [National Association of Financial Institu- 
tions], was not elected, nor was the father of the conceited young fellow 

who emitted so much bile in the columns of EL TIEMPO against the best repre- 
sentative of his generation and against me. They are the two most significant 
defeats. It would be fruitless to attempt to detract significance from the 
election results in the capital, and invent a non-existent opposition between 
Bogota and the departments, with the foolish theory of "the leaf" which Mr 
Panesso took from his imagination. We Bogotans are a minority in the capital 
which welcomes without reservations or discrimination the Colombians coming 
from all sections of the country. Mr Lopez himself gave an account of this 





17 














topic during his campaign, and explained how "we people from La Candelaria" 
are insignificant here in comparison with the number who are natives of other 
areas. He was right, and it has been peopie from all departments who have 
given him a colossal electoral beating; probably because he included on his 
ticket the poor "people from La Candelaria’: Ernesto Samper Pizano, Saturia 
Esguerra Portocarrero and Diego Uribe Vargas, individuals who, according to 
Panesso, should be included among those of "the leaf" and not in the disciplin- 
ed ranks of Lopez. The victory here has been for Galan, someone from Santan- 
der; for Hernando Agudelo Villa, someone from Antioquia; and for Jaime Vidal 
Perdomo, someone from Tolima; and, of course, also for certain Bogotans of the 
type who, Panesso claims, upset national life with their criticism. 


As was noted previously, Lopez Michelsen's terrific setback did not occur in 
the capital of the republic alone. In Valle, the votes in his favor dropped 
from 303,000 recorded in 1974 to 210,000, despite the fact that two of the best 
Oiled patronage machines in the country are operating in that department. In 
Antioquia, the decline exceeded 100,000 votes, and in Santander del Sur it 
amounted to nearly 70,000. The figures speak for themseives; as does the fact 
that the local leaders fought for their seats tooth and nail, and some conceal- 
ed their status as Lopists so as not to lose votes. To enter the elections 
with the presidential candidacy of Lopez Michelsen would be tantamount to 
Suicide, and there is every indication that he himself reaiizes this. The 
country wants a change and a renewal, and the Liberal Party cannot deny it. 


In contrast to the sad spectacle of the irremediable decline in the patronage 
system, there has appeared a strong force with a creative spirit: the New 
Liberalism. Why should the great Liberal Party which, at another time, trusted 
so much in its youth, even the daring ones under 30 years old, not entrust its 
cause to Luis Carlos Galan now? The most reliable polls show that, whereas 
Lopez Michelsen would lose the elections to Belisario Betancur, Galan would win 
them by a wide margin. The elections for Congress, the assemblies and the 
councils, wherein so many interests and so many illusions were staked, are 
already over; the most important thing now is to save the Liberal Party, but 
not to prolong its sad history of recent years; rather, to rejuvenate it, imbu- 
ing it with a new motivation, in the service of the republic's peace, social 
justice and progress. There is talk about a redrafting, that is, an abrogation 
of what the Medellin convention decided, with little awareness of the time. 

The redrafting cannot consist of backing the Lopez candidacy, the weakness of 
which is obvious, nor launching nominations which no one in the country is 
requesting. It is only natural to believe that, when Lopez speaks of a redraft- 
ing, he is not precluding his withdrawal; redrafting means presenting a problem 
in a manner different from that in which it was presented to him the first time. 
Galan has no opposition in the Liberal Party; he has done nothing to arouse it. 
[ am sure that he will manage to associate himself with the good deeds of all 
our party's leaders, just as he will manage to correct, with firmness but 
without rancor, the shortcomings from wnich the party, the administration and 
the operation of the organs of democracy are suffering. Liberals, the good 
Liberals, should consider all this. I take pride in being one of the latter, 
and I defy anyone to prove the contrary. Hundreds of thousands of good 
Liberals, some seasoned in long years of struggle, and others filled with 
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youthful vigor, are willing to assume the responsibility of opposing the Conser- 
vatives in the presidential elections with the name of Luis Carlos Galan. To 
such a gallant struggle, carried out in the realm of principles, we invite all 
our fellow party members. And this is the real redrafting; there is no need 

to seek any other. 


Of course, I am expressing my personal opinion. I don't know what the "New 
Liberalism" will decide, nor shall I interfere in the deliberations of its 
leaders or in those of other sectors. But if the party adopts the course of 
action that seems best to me, I am ready to participate in the presidential 
campaign without sparing any effort. I have not denied it to the Liberal 
Party in over 50 years of public life, not even in the most distressing 
circumstances. I shall not begrudge it at a time which is really critical 
and extremely serious in the history of the republic. 


2909 
CSO: 3010/1291 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


FIVE EXPERTS DISCUSS 'REAGAN PLAN' FOR CARIBBEAN 

Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 19, 20, 21 Mar 82 

[Three-part article: "International Experts Express Views on 'Reagan Plan'"] 
{19 Mar 82 p 18-C] 


[Text] The proposal made by the president of the United States, Ronald Reagan, 
to the Organization of American States, whereby he suggests a change in that 
nation's policy toward the countries of the Caribbean basin, is a very timely 
issue. Qualified observers agree that the Reagan Plan is based on the historic 
situation being experienced at present in Central America, most particularly 

in El Salvador, which has jeopardized the political, geographical, military 
and economic interests of the United States. The Reagan Plan, which may be 
summarized as a group of complete measures mutually reinforced in the areas of 
trade, investment and financial aid, was received enthusiastically by nearly 
all the countries of the region. And it has been justified and backed in 
Colombia, but at the same time criticized, because it has inexplicably excluded 
our country. Nevertheless, it is anticipated that the talks between the 
Colombian and United States Governments will foster a bilateral agreement to 
compensate for the benefits of the Reagan Plan which, as conceived, would have 
a negative effect on the trading of certain national products. 


EL TIEMPO invited five prominent international experts and politicians to 
express their views on the subject. They are: Abelardo Forero Benavides, Gen 
Alvaro Valencia Tovar, Otto Morales Benitez, Antonio Jose Uribe Portocarrero 
and Alberto Dangond Uribe. Today, we are publishing the views of Dr Forero 
Benavides and Gen Valencia Tovar. 


Abelardo Forero Benavides 


"The Reagan Plan is economic, with political aims. According to the president's 
remarks, its goal is to prevent the advent of another Cuba, and to battle 
against a new type of brutal, totalitarian colonialism. 


"The president is willing to do whatever is necessary to guarantee peace 


security in the Caribbean area. He has declared the exports from that area 
exempted for 12 years. The president reserved the right to make an arbitrary 
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limitation of the Caribbean area, in which Colombia has been included since 

the time of Rodrigo de Bastidas. But we cannot be opposed to aid being given 
to countries subjected to all the stress of adversity, to which economic incen- 
tives must be offered so that they may exist and coexist. 


"The plan could have had a better spectrum. For example, the NATO countries 
might well have cooperated in the pacification by curbing the arms trade, as 
in the case of France. Otherwise, a very serious situation would arise: the 
openness to imports from the Caribbean and free arms trade. The main stimulus 
to the economy of these countries would be that of restricting the purchase of 
weapons, on which those nations sacrifice most of what the land produces. 


"Dialog with Cuba in the UN or outside of the UN should not be precluded, for 
the purpose of reaching an agreement on restrictions for the arms trade, and 
exhausting all the expedients that lead to peace, before attempting those that 
lead to war." 


Alvaro Valencia Tovar 


"The plan submitted to the OAS forum by President Ronald Reagan for the develop- 
ment of the Caribbean indicates an obvious intention: to curb the Soviet penetra- 
tion that is being carried out through procedures involving destabilization and 
subversion. The philosophy of the plan is of greater concern than the number 

of dollars initially appropriated. The United States has realized, perhaps too 
late, that the Caribbean is comprised of an unstable basin and a weak geopoli- 
tical situation which, if allowed to drift, will end up in the hands of its 
adversary. With Cuba and Nicaragua won, the rest of the Central American 
countries and those of the archipelago will collapse like a house of cards if 
something is not done to prevent it. 


"The dilemma of the revolutionary struggles is simple: they are either repress- 
ed by force or avoided with development. It is in this fact, proven by history, 
that the significance of President Reagan's decision, opting for the second of 
the two terms, must be sought. What is involved now is a race against time: 

to recover what has been lost, in order to extricate the Caribbean conglomerate 
from backwardness, while the revolution is already a current reality. 


"However, peoples among whom dissatisfaction has reached the extreme of making 
violent revolution possible can change their behavior if they perceive real 
efforts to rescue them from their distress and to put them on the path toward 

a better destiny. It is in this regard that the so-called Reagan Plan could 
attain undreamed-of effects. In the North American proposal, the use of private 
enterprise as a mechanism for receiving investment is important. This implies 

a natural distrust of the capacity of governments to handle funds well instead 
of wasting them on bureaucracy and dubious uses. The creation of employment 

in overpopulated countries is the first step toward lending dignity to life 

and creating social balance." 

















The Other Aspect 


"Another aspect of the problem is the one associated with Colombia. Left out 
of .he Nassau meeting, to which Reagan invited Canada, Mexico and Venezuela, 
it befits us not to assume an attitude of injured dignity, despite the absur- 
dity and offensiveness of the omission. This should serve as an incentive 
for us to do something highly significant: to devise our own policy toward 
the Caribbean, an internal sea of which we are the leading co-owner for 
geographical reasons, but which we have traditionally and unpardonably 
neglected, with our mediterranean mentality. 


"The Caribbean is a world that is awakening within the void created by the 
abolishment of the overseas empires, and it is toward that void that we must 
turn our glance. Colombia is in an optimal position to project itself toward 
the Caribbean basin. It has an exporting, commercial and banking capacity, 
and will very soon have an energy capacity, with its coal. It has maritime 
and air merchant fleets capable of insuring commercial ties, and those of 
exchange in general, with advantageous geographical distances. Outside of 
the Reagan Plan, which did not take any notice of us, we can play any role 
in the Caribbean that we choose. It would be useful for Colombia and bene- 
ficial for the entire area if we were to resolutely link ourselves to its 
development." 


[20 Mar 82 p 18-C] 


[Text] Today, we are printing the views of Dr Otto Morales Benitez concerning 
the proposal made by the president of the United States, Ronald Reagan, to 

the Organization of American States, wherein he indicates a change in that 
nation's policy toward the countries in the Caribbean basin. 


Before leaving for the Congress on Work and Social Security, in Costa Rica, 
Otto Morales Benitez made the following statement: 


"We should hail the United States’ change of tactics toward the countries of 
the Caribbean. I hope that it will last. They cannot sell us the notion 
that this area is merely one of freebooters and foolish politicians, in 
order to justify any intervention. Of course, it is fitting to laud the fact 
that the military plan has been replaced by an economic one. Unfortunately, 
the latter does not seem to be aimed at improving the region's poor conditions, 
but rather at strengthening the economic system of the big American interests 
itself. The only countries mentioned by Mr Reagan in his speech were Canada, 
Mexico and Venezuela. He made no mention of Colombia, despite the fact that 
it has the most extensive coast on the Caribbean. Well, that is the tradi- 
tion. We were not invited to the meeting concerning this area, nor were we 
called to Cancun, where it was also an essential topic. Our position of 
inferiority in this respect pains those of us who love the country." 
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Highly Complex Problem 


"The problem of the Caribbean is highly complex, from its racial integration to 
its economic power; from its deepseated differences in cultural formation to 
the use of its resources. Every nation has its own political system: there 

are independent countries, subjugated islands, and others subjected to regimes 
imposed by Europe or controlled by the United States. The Caribbean is some- 
what shocking as an area for study. Moreover, there is being waged there what 
the experts term ‘World War III", in areas of balance which do not bring the 
United States and Russia into direct confrontation. There is also influence 
from both the former and the latter country, from a totally political stand- 
point. 


"The Caribbean has produced some essential manifestations of culture: music, 
poetry with its own features, dance, art and literature which has certainly 

had a major influence in the entire spiritual world. So the Caribbean is not 
merely Cuba or El Salvador, as they attempt to sell us daily. It is something 
more important. It has its own economic organizations, such as the Caribbean 
Common Market (CARICOM), or the Eastern Caribbean Common Market; it has been 

a member of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance since 1972; it is affi- 
liated with the Lome Convention, which guarantees the entry of its products into 
the European Economic Community; and it has the Namuc company for transportation 
in the Caribbean and Central America. Hence, participating there requires 
preparation. It is not a matter of arriving as one would to abandoned areas, 
and doing so without analyzing what Central America represents." 


What It Betits Us To Learn 


"Colombia has a very extensive coastal area in the Caribbean. We have basic 
problems to cope with there: that of the sea, and that of the ports, apart 
from many others. In the case of the first, we must have an entire organiza- 
tion already set up to learn how we are going to manage our sea. In the latter 
respect, another unprecedented economic battle is being waged with regard to 
fishing, and the extraction of gas, oil, manganese, copper, nickel, cobalt, etc. 
Tt has already been disclosed that, in many parts of the world, the imperialist 
organizations, using certain technical devices, on the open sea, can invade, 
exploit and steal the goods which belong to the coastal nations. The fishing 
is remarkabiy abundant, and could make up for part of the food shortage in the 
country. We Colombians need a policy on ports, docks, credit, etc. While 
14.75 percent of the registered vessels are Colombian, 85.25 percent are 
foreign. That indicates how we are acting." 


Without a Policy in the Caribbean 


"We Colombians have never had much awareness of the importance of the coasts; 
and therefore there is no international policy concerning these problems. That 
of the Caribbean cannot be solved by inviting a few banks or private sectors 

to attempt to become established there. It requires the delineation of an 
entire government policy, regarding the areas that have already been explained 
here, and on the management in the future; on what that relationship will be 
like. It is not a matter of private enterprise. First of all, a study must 
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be made of the political structure of the islands of the Caribbean and Central 
America, of the entire area, which is highly diversified. Then, we must 
ascertain what the relations will be like. For example, Venezuela has a 
whole, large-scale organization (in the case of the islands), to wield its 
cultural influence there, from language to their art; and it operates from the 
schools to the universities. There is a need for cargo space, transportation, 
reliability in investments, responsibility among exporters, rezgulations for 
control of the sea, of fishing, etc., which must combine the desires of many 
countries. Hence, it is essential to devise a major policy, and Colombia does 
not have one. So that we may realize the importance of the Caribbean (without 
taking Central America, which has another exceptional significance to Colombia, 
into consideration) ,we would do well to recall that the islands import $17.614 
billion worth of goods per year; and Colombia exported only $68 million worth." 


Alarming Disclosure 


"Thece is an alarming disclosure in Mr Reagan's speech: the fact that Cuba has 
imported 66,000 tons of weapons from Russia. This explains part of the great 
continental concern over the situation." 


The Reagan Proposal 


"According to the statement made by the president and a two-member committee 
that he intended to send to Washington, it would appear that the plan put 
forth by Mr Reagan affects our foreign trade, and could even go so far as to 
Liquidate many business firms producing textiles and food. The United States 
Government will lend $350 million now, and it had provided $474 million 
previously. This is aimed at having many export goods produced in the Carib- 
bean area (the islands and the Central American countries). It is the expan- 
sion of the free market of which the president of the United States is so fond. 
And they would have the benefit of 12 years of tariff exemptions. Hence, the 
Caribbean is being strengthened, to the detriment of our exports. The inves - 
tors retain a remarkable protection: while they amortize their investments, 
they do not pay tariffs. This guarantees them an extraordinary profit, and 
they can sell at low prices, which eliminate the competition. As the experts 
have already noted, it is a widening of the areas which the United States 
multinationals will use, seeking cheap labor, exemption from local taxes, etc. 
Therefore, the problem, like everything concerning the Caribbean, is highly 
complex. Unfortunately, we here still think that the Caribbean means rum and 
native dances; meanwhile, they continue to exclude Colombia." 


{21 Mar 82 p 8-A] 
[Text] The series entitled "The International Experts Express Views on the 


"Reagan Plan'" concludes today, with the opinions of Drs Antonio Jose Uribe 
Portocarrero and Alberto Dangond Uribe. 
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Antonio Jose Uribe P. 


"The Reagan Plan has a greater economic and commercial scope than the strictly 
international one. It is quite true that, on 24 February, President Reagan 
submitted to the Organization of American States in Washington a program con- 
taining an economic strategy for the Caribbean nations, aimed at the develop- 
ment of the smallest or most bankrupt states. For 12 years, the exports which 
the latter make to the United States will be tax-exempt. It is a small Marshall 
Plan, which the Reagan government has submitted to Congress. We should remember 
that this plan saved Europe, and the one for the development of Japan reestab- 
lished world equilibrium. 


"Colombia is not mentioned in the Reagan Plan. Hence, serious criticism has 
been expressed for this plan, which is a mere proposal submitted to Congress; 
and the latter has not yet started studying it. 


"The export items which could be mainly affected are sugar and flowe’s; but 
not bananas, as had been claimed at first, because this product is exempt from 
tariffs. Mention has also been made of textiles, which are experiencing a 
difficult situation owing to internal matters, but which, according to the 
statistics, will not suffice to fill the quota. In any event, the Colombian 
situation deserves to, and could be negotiated through a special agreement 
that would analyze each item separately. 


"The international function of the Reagan Plan is that of guaranteeing peace, 
primarily, and this has a price. The small Caribbean countries, with grievously 
debilitated economies,are a threat, not only to the United States, but also to 
all the Latin American nations, especially the democratic republics, such as 
Colombia and Venezuela, which lie in the area of immediate influence. Nor can 
Mexico be excluded. 

"We cannot exaggerate the criticism of the program put forth by the United 
States Governiuent, because Colombia has also been making efforts to set up an 
agreed upon plan for development, to export raw materials and finished products 
to the smail Caribbean countries which it seeks to support. Included in these 
Colombian exports and those development programs recently proposed by the 
Colombian Government through PROEXPO [Export Promotion Fund] and other enti- 
ties is the creation of a Colombian bank in the Caribbean (at the initiative 

of Dr Jaime Michelsen). Our country's leading banking entities would parti- 
cipate in it, and it would have the incentive from the associations, such as 
ANDI [National Industrialists Association]. Thus, not only would the economies 
of these third countries be implemented, but, by promoting a joint ventures 
program, we could seek an outlet for a great many exports which are now being 
challenged, or industries which are in the process of making arrangements with 
ereditors." 


Fishing Fleet 
"Tn this area, and since I ama futurist, I think that one of the most impor- 


tant associations that we should undertake with the small Caribbean nations 
and with our neighbors, Venezuela and Panama, is the creation of a genuine 
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fishing fleet and a fishing industry that will enable us to benefit from the 
area's ichthyological resources, and to take advantage, before it is too late, 
of the rights that will be granted by the Convention of the Sea, soon to be 
concluded in the United Nations. The processing and exporting headquarters 
could be located in one of the countries benefiting from the customs exemption 
proposed in the Reagan Plan. To date, the only Caribbean nation with a real 
fishing tleet, equipped with storage, processing and an incredible communica- 
tions system, has been Cuba. This lends it a great capacity for action in 

the Caribbean, while at the same time providing it with instruction vessels 

to exploit marine resources in Grenada, St Lucia and other small Caribbean 
islands, as well as a means of transportation for its well trained seamen. 
"While those benefiting most from the Reagan Plan are El Salvador, Honduras, 
Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Jamaica, Colombia could partici- 
pate as a contributor in the next dialogs; and, while the Congress of the 
United States studies and approves this plan, it will certainly have an oppor- 
tunity to negotiate and to assert its rights and its position. If they made 
the mistake of not inviting us to the meeting in the Bahamas, there is still 
time to renegotiate this. 


"T do not believe that absolute criticism is feasivle. Everything remains to 
be restructured for the good, in a better way. As they say in Antioquia: 
"What is lost, is lost; keep your eye on winning.'" 


Alberto Dangond Uribe 


"In the first place, it seems to me that the Reagan Plan for the Caribbean area 
represents a decision of a political nature which, if properly interpreted and 
addressed by Colombia, could have very important consequences in that area. 

For centuries, the Caribbean has been what a prom-nent Dominican statesman and 
author described as "the imperial frontier." It has been the converging point 
(from a geopolitical angle) of the great empires or the great powers competing 
for influence in that area, owing to its vital importance as an ideal communi- 
cations route, with great strategic value. There is no doubt that Colombia 

has the qualifications for being the most important nation in the Caribbean. 

It still has them now, since the events of 1903. In order to hold or assume 
its proper role, Colombia will have to engage in a daring international policy, 
taking the initiative and seeking to influence the collective decisions, or 
those made by the nations of the area. This means that our country will have 
to convoke the old ties steamming from Bolivarian solidarity, and the Libera- 
tor's proposals for the nations of the Caribbean, establishing brotherhood 
between us and the peoples of Central America and the Caribbean Sea. 


"Tf we do that, in other words, if we assume a daring and constructive posi- 
tion, the Reagan Plan will serve us, by spurring on our determination and 
helping us to share in the policy decisions in this part of the continent and 
the world. But, of course, Colombia must take the initiative and clearly 
express its desire for participation and solidarity in the realm of those 
decisions. This entails a change in stance ani the adoption of a new style 
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in setting forth our international policy for the Caribbean; and it means that 
we must appear as a united, orderly nation, with clearcut goals of continental 
Significance. 


"In the economic realm, if the slight problems that could affect our exports 
of products which also exist in Central America and the Caribbean are surmounted, 
as they should be, the Reagan Plan could represent the opening of an extensive 
market or scenario for the development of our momentum in the area of services, 
engineering and construction, and also that of manufactured and industrial 
products. To be sure, in order to take advantage of that prospect, we must 
also change the features of our policy on international trade and our economy. 
In these areas we must correspond to the new conduct which we assume in the 
political realm. With daring and determination, we could be a leading nation 
in the politics and economy of the Caribbean, using the Reagan Plan in accor- 
dance with our interests and our goals. But we have to change our conduct." 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


ECONOMIC GROWTH DOWN TO 2.5 PERCENT IN 1981 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 21 Mar 82 pp 1-A, 10-A 


[Article by Fernando Barrero Ch., editor of EL TIEMPO: "The Economy Grew 2.5 
Percent" ] 


[Text] According to official statistics, the Colombian economy grew only 2.5 
percent during 1981; but in the opinion of the minister of finance and public 
credit, Eduardo Wiesner Duran, that indicator does not represent a failure, 
because "the economic policy had a satisfactory performance." 


The 1981 economic growth is the lowest in the past 20 years, and the 2.5 per- 
cent figure shocked most Colombian experts. Some felt that the growth should 
have been between 3.0 and 3.5 percent; optimists had reckoned it at about 4.0 
percent, the same as in 1980; while the most pessimistic had anticipated 1.8 
percent. 


This growth is measured from what is called the gross domestic product (GDP), 
which is the sum of all the production of goods and services in the country, 
from which is subtracted the impact of inflation which, in this case, was 
26.3 percent. Minister Wiesner told EL TIEMPO: "The result (2.5 percent) is 
not very gratifying, but we have succeeded in keeping the infiationary 
pressure under control, we reduced the rate of expansion in the money in cir- 
culation and there was no exchange crisis nor increase in urban unemployment." 


The official remarked that the Colombian economic growth of 2.5 percent is good, 
when one considers that it was one of the highest indexes in Latin America. 
Wiesner said: "Last year, this region had a growth close to zero, and some 
claim that it was negative." Brazil registered minus 3 percent, Argentina 
minus 6 percent and Venezuela zero. 


Minister Wiesner declared: "In view of such a dismal picture, I don't see how 
an economic policy can be considered a failure when there has been a growth 
of 2.5 percent and, in addition, the goals of stability were attained." 


When asked about the growth of 8 percent in Mexico and Paraguay, 5 percent in 
Chile and 4 percent in Peru and Ecuador, the minister stated: 


"Four of those five countries are exporters of oil or energy. Therefore, among 


the group of countries not exporting energy, Colombia has registered one of the 
highest growth rates in Latin America." 
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“During the past 10 years, the gross domestic product (GDP), which is what 
gages the economic growth, has evolved as follows in Colombia: 


Year Growth 
1971 5.8 
1972 7.8 
1973 7.1 
1974 6.0 
1975 3.8 
1976 4.6 
1977 4.9 
1978 8.9 
1979 5.1 
1980 4.0 
1981 oe 


"From the foregoing table one infers that not even during the world recession 
in 1975, the year wherein Colombia's growth was 3.8 percent, was a rate 
registered as low as that of 1981 which, according to all the experts, is 

the worst one in the last 20 years." 


Regarding other aspects of Colombia's situation, Wiesner Duran noted that the 
assessment made by the president of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), 
Antonio Ortiz Mena, to the effect that the Colombian economy "is one of the 
healthiest in Latin America," should be endorsed in its entirety, because 
"Ortiz Mena is an expert familiar with the region." 


Foreign Loans 


Concerning the decision not to be the nation that is the leading guarantor of 
new foreign loans, Wiesner said that it is intended to insure that the projects 
for which external financing is sought are technically and economically feasi- 
ble. 


"IT compare this with the state of a drunken person who has awakened, poorly 
dressed, and goes to a bank on some morning. He asks the manager for a loan 
to play poker, and the manager questions him. When he is asked who the 
backer is, and the drunken person says that it is Baron X, the loan is auto- 
matically given to him." 


Then he remarked: "The projects must stand by themselves, without the guaran- 
tee of the nation. We could have $50 million in international reserves, and 

projects amounting to $2 or more billion, without the nation's guarantee; and 
that means that we are well off." 


The minister continued: "We would not be doing anything, under the same condi- 


tions in international reserves, with projects amounting to $10 billion, all 
backed by the nation." 
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He claimed that, under those conditions, for example, it is good for Exxon 
to come and invest in El Cerrejon, but without guarantees from the nation; 
noting: "The project itself attracts investment." And he added: "That is 

how everything should be." 


Interest Rates 


With respect to interest rates, Minister Wiesner Duran disclosed to EL TIEMPO 
that, thanks to the measures in February, they have dropped 2 or 3 points, and 
stand between 29 and 30 percent. 


"IT believe that, in a couple of years, it will be possible to realize the 

full extent of the merit of the package of measures adopted in that direction;" 
giving a reminder that, in addition, starting on 12 April, the process of 
weekly publication of interest rates on the market will begin. 


The official said that the government has not precluded the possibility of 
setting those rates, through administrative measures, at some particular time. 
He commented: "The experience has been good; there has been a good reaction, 
but we have not precluded anything." 


He added: "Every first time doing something is difficult. And we are under- 
going that process in the area of interest rates." 


The Growth 


The following dialog took place between Minister Wiesner Duran and the editor 
of EL TIEMPO concerning the economic growth in 1981: 


[Question] Minister, a sizable portion of the national public credits you with 
a reliable, intelligent and responsible administration, but now it has been 
learned that, in 1981, the gross domestic product, GDP, grew only 2.5 percent, 
the lowest percentage of increase in the last 20 years. How do you feel when 
faced with such an obvious failure in the economic policy? 


fAnswer] The fact is that there has not been a failure. With all due respect, 
I must remark that the economic policy had a satisfactory overall performance 
during 1981. But I realize that this is not readily apparent, and therefore 
an explanation is required. 


[Question] The explanation of a failure? 


[Answer] No, the placement of those specific results within what must necessa- 
rily be a general context of evaluation, a context which is obviously not 
comprised exclusively of the rate of increase in the gross domestic product, 
but which also consists of at least three more economic indicators of particu- 
lar significance, namely: the rate of increase in inflation, the percentage 

of increase in the medium of exchange and, finally, the variation in the 
employment rate. 
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What really counts in evaluating a policy is the quality of these three indica- 
tors combined. For example, no one would accept the claim of a categorical 
success for the economic policy if we had, hypothetically, registered an 
increment of 6 percent but, at the same time, had tolerated an increase in 
inflation, accepted a monetary excess or undergone an exchange crisis, or if 
unemployment had risen. 


What occurred was quite the contrary. We had, in fact, a rather ungratifying 
result in the area of growth in the product; but, on the other hand, we managed 
to keep the inflationary pressure under control, we reduced the rate of expan- 
sion in the medium of exchange and there was no exchange crisis nor increase 

in the national rate of urban unemployment. The truth is that this combina- 
tion of economic indicators reveals a satisfactory overall balance, which I 

am sure would be the envy of many finance ministers in the world, and in 

Latin America especially. 


[Question] Why do you make reference to the specific instance of Latin America? 
What does this have to do with what has occurred in Colombia? 


[Answer] Well, it has a great deal to do with it, and in a very direct way. 

It so happens that only through comparisons is it possible to express the 
relativity of a success, a failure or a satisfactory result such as the one 
noted for Colombia. You see, the noteworthy fact, the fact which dispels 

any doubt, is that during 1981 Colombia had one of the highest rates of growth 
in Latin America. 


Last year, this region had a growth very close to zero, and some claim that it 
was negative. Remember, there was a negative growth in economies as large as 
that of Brazil, with minus 3 percent, and that of Argentina, with minus 6 per- 
cent. In view of such a dismal overall picture, I don't see how an economic 
policy can be considered a failure when there has been a growth of 2.5 percent 
and, in addition, the other aforementioned goals were attained. 


Higher Growth 


[Question] But, Dr Wiesner, I understand that, for example, Mexico and Para- 
guay had a growth of 8 percent, Chile's was 5 percent, while Peru and Ecuador 
attained 4 percent. Those indexes are much higher than ours. So, where do 
we stand? 


[Answer] In fact, those indexes are higher than that of Colombia; but do not 
forget one fundamental fact: Four of those five countries are exporters of oil 
or energy. Colombia has registered one of the highest growth rates in Latin 
America. Moreover, our record with respect to exchange stability and control 
of inflation is far better than that of the majority of the countries. 


Remember the recent massive devaluations of the Mexican peso and that of 


Argentina. Also remember that we in Colombia have had 3 consecutive years 
with an inflation rate controlled at between 26 and 28 percent; whereas 
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Brazil, Ecuador, Costa Rica and Mexico, for example, have observed their 
inflation rate nearly doubling between 1979 and 1981. Furthermore, during 
1981 there was an alarming increase in the money supply in several countries, 
which will inevitably be reflected in greater inflationary pressure within 

a short period of time. 


Something quite different is already beginning to happen to us, on the other 
hand. As a result of the success attained last year, in reducing the expan- 
sion in the medium of exchange to 21.3 percent, we have noted that in each of 
the last 6 months the inflation has been lower than that registered during 
the same period a year ago. Hence, during the past 12 months, from February 
1981 to February 1982, inflation has declined to approximately 23 percent. 


Consolation? 


(Question] But, Minister, it is no consolation to anyone that things have 
been worse for the neighboring countries. What concerns the people (and 
what they feel) is their own lot. 


|Answer| That is so, and I obviously do not want us to rejoice over someone 
else's adversity. In placing emphasis on the comparisons, what I intend is 
not to urge the country to celebrate our having attained a 2.5 percent growth 
in the GDP, but rather to understand that it was not the alleged lack of 
quality in the economic policy that brought this result, but world and 
regional conditions (so certain and incontrovertible) which led all of Latin 
America to register its worst economic year since the postwar period. 


When it is realized that those external conditions affected the region far 
more severely than us, perhaps there will be a better understanding of the 
extraordinary (and not fruitless) effort that this government has made, through 
its economic policy and with the execution of the National Integration Plan, 


1982 
[Question] Minister, how will 1982 go? 


[Answer] On the occasion of the National Coffee Growers Congress at the end 
of last November, I voiced my optimism concerning the coffee outlook for 
1982. At that time, my optimism was not very convincing, and it was thought 
that this was the natural position that I had to assume as finance minister. 
But now that the OIC [International Coffee Organization], in London, has 
authorized the balance of the export quota at over 660,000 bags, and the 
prices remain steady, and when we have just raised the domestic price of the 
bean for the third time since last September, one can readily understand that 
my prediction was not the result of "wishful thinking" but rather the conclu- 
sion from a careful analysis of the market prospects. 


With that background, I can answer you by saying that I do observe an economic 


recovery for 1982. Again, I predict that we shall continue to have a favor- 
able progress in coffee and that,certainly after August if not earlier, the 
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prices wili seek higher levels than those at present. Furthermore, the 
measures for economic stimulation adopted on 10 February will be reflected 
in greater investment and a greater demand for employment. 


The Same Growth 


[Question] Are we going to have an economic growth in excess of 6 percent 
again during 1982? 


{Answer} No, such a fast recovery is impossible under the present conditions 
of the world economy. But we shall have more growth than in 1981 and, what 
is even more important, the quality of the economic policy will be maintained. 


[Question] What does that mean, Minister? 


[Answer] Well, that we shall continue to attach special priority to greater 
production, investment and employment, without neglecting to control the 
inflationary pressure and without forgetting the political cause of President 
Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala, which is that of "sound money". 


2909 
cso: 3010/1291 


33 











COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


YOUTH, UNLON GROUPS ISSUE DECLARATION 
PA101703 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 31 Mar 82 p 13 


[Paid advertisement addressed to the people of Costa Rica, Central America 
and the world] 


[Text] In view of the current situation affecting our region the democratic 
organizations of Costa Rica and Central America believe it is necessary to 
express our stand in face of the possible dangers to our peoples. 


Central Americ: -s convulsed by deep historical struggles against exploitation 
and foreign dom ation. These struggles are the expression of the peoples' 
decision to free -hemsleves of the misery, ignorance, hunger and repression to 
which they have been subjected for many years with this document we want to 
point out that the reasons for the conflict lie in social problems; the reasons 
are not unrelated to our realities. 


The struggle of the Guatemalan and Salvadoran people has advanced significantly 
despite the indiscriminate repression of all the democratic sectors. The 
electoral farces in Guatemala and El Salvador do not respond to the peoples' 
real interests; therefore, the imposition of elections is considered a viola- 
tion to free self-determination of the people and more so, when, in view of its 
failure, military intervention is imposed in an effort to guarantee U.S. hege- 
mony in the area, as was demonstrated in the recent Guatemalan coup d'etat. 


We are concerned over the growing preparations for military intervention in 
Nicaragua and El Salvador, when on the other hand, the peace proposals made by 
Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo are not taken into account and the Somo- 
zist groups attacks increase in Nicaragua and military aid increases in Honduras 
and El Salvador. 


Therefore, we declare ourselves in favor of: 


1. A solution to the Central American crisis by peaceful means and political 
negotiations. 


2. Nonintervention in Central America. 


3. The adoption of the peace proposals made by the governments of Mexico, 
France and Panama based on the respect to the self-determination of the peoples. 
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Democratic Socialist Youth of Guatemala [Juventud Socialista Democratica de 
Guatemala] (JSDG) 


Youth United Revolutionary Front [Juventud Frente Unido de La Revolucion] 
(JFUR, Guatemala) 


Salvadoran Socialist Youth [Juventud Socialista Salvadorena] (JSS) 
Liberationist Youth [Juventud Liberacionista] (JL, Costa Rica) 
19 July Sandinist Youth Movement 


Union of National Child Welfare Employees [Sindicato Empleados Del Patronato 
Nacional de La Infancia] (SEPI) 


Authentic Federation of Democratic Workers [Central Autentica de Trabajadores 
Democratico] (CATD) 


National University Employees Union [Sindicato de Empleados Universidad 
Nacional}! (SITUN) 


Costa Rican Teachers Union [Sindicato Educadores Costarricenses] (SEC) 


University of Costa Rica Students Federation [Federacion Estudiantes Universidad 
de Costa Rica] (FEUCR) 


Democratic Socialist Workers Union [Union de Trabajadores Socialistas Democra- 
ticos] (UTSD) 


National Association of Public Employees [Associaion Nacional Empleados Pub- 
licos] (ANEP) 


United Workers Federation [Central Unitario de Trabajadores] (CUT) 


University of Costa Rica Employees Union [Sindicato de Empleados de La Universi- 
dad de Costa Rica] (SINDEU) 


[Signed] Luis Angel Acevede Acevedo, Cedula No 1-422-869 


CSO: 3010/1319 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


COMMUNIST YOUTH REPORTEDLY BEING TRAINED IN LIBYA 
PA101945 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 2 Apr 82 p 10A 


[Text] Communist youths from Costa Rica are periodically sent to Libya to be 
trained in terrorist tactics, according to information revealed yesterday by 
officers of the National Security Agency (ASN). 


Limited resources, however, make it practically impossible to follow their 
activities not only before their departure, but also after their return to 
Costa Rica. 


It was learned that these investigations are conducted as best the security 
body can, just as it tries to prevent North Korean subversive agents from 
entering the country. 


According to the investigations, these individuals pose as newspapermen or 
cultural attaches and try to infiltrate and establish residence here. 


Lately, however, the controls have been strengthened and their access has been 
curbed. 


An incident which took place 2 days ago was reported in connection with these 
investigations. The incident involved Shafick Handal, one of the six Marxist 
guerrilla leaders of El Salvador. 


He arrived at the Juan Santamaria International Airport from Nicaragua. He 
was "detained" and questioned by the airport officials. He said he came to 
see his daughter. 


The police decided to keep an eye on him. Yesterday he left the country. 
Earlier, it had been reported that he was going to be deported, but it was 
later learned that he left of his own accord. People United Deputy Humberto 
Vargas accompanied him to the airport. 


Concerning the training in Libya, the officials commented that every 3 months, 
groups of three youths--officially reported--leave for Libya. They remain 
there for approximately 6 months. 








In fact, the officials added, one of these communist militants stayed in Libya 
for 1 year and it is possible he is running a clandestine training center here. 


However, resources are so severely limited that it is impossible to watch them 
continuously. Many go from San Jose to Managua and Havana, whence they pre- 
sumably travel to Libya. That is why it is thought that the number of those 
*~oined in Libya may be larger than already known. 


Gicicial circles confirmed that Deputy Mario Devandas Brenes (people united- 
San Jose) is presently in Tripoli, attending a labor meeting, according to 
party members here. 


According to investigations, nearly 100 Nicaraguan militiamen have recently 
passed through San Jose's Juan Santamaria Airport en route to Libya. 


It is possible that most of them later used forged passports to return to their 
activities in various areas. 


This problem is similar to that on reports about military training which, 
according to confidential information, is illegally carried out in some parts 


of the country. 


The ASN officials concluded by stating that no matter how hard they try, if 
there are no resources with which te do the work, they are doomed to failure. 


CSO: 3010/1319 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


NICARAGUAN AMBASSADOR DENIES DESERTION OF 19 MEN 
PA082201 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 8 Apr 82 


[Excerpt] Roberto Leal, Nicaraguan ambassador to Costa Rica, charged in a press 
conference this afternoon that counterrevolutionary groups of the 15 September 
legion attacked the Penas Blancas border post from Costa Rican territory. He 
said that the customs and immigration post on the Nicaraguan side of the border 
had been attacked with heavy artillery. He said that no members of the 
Sandinist Army were wounded. The Sandinist diplomat said the attack began at 
around 0415 and that the Sandinists returned fire. 


The ambassador denied that any Sandinist soldier deserted as a result of this 
attick. We heard local radio reports that 19 members of the Sandinist front 
had deserted but those reports are false, he added. The ambassador said: We 
categorically deny that there were any desertions by members of the Sandinist 
front. 


When he was asked what grounds he has for stating that the counterrevolutionary 
attack came from Costa Rican territory, he said that there are several facts 

to substantiate his statement. He said that one such fact is that the civil 
guard has gone to camps in Costa Rican territory and has not found anyone. 
[sentence as heard] The Sandinist authorities have confirmed the direction 
from which the gunfire came. He also said that Costa Rican witnesses saw the 
[word indistinct] and people moving about the area. 


The Nicaraguan ambassador charged that the attack against the Penas Blancas 
border post came from Costa Rican territory. However, he said that those 
actions did not have the support of the Costa Rican Government. The Costa 
Rican Government has repeatedly stated that it will not permit such actions 
against Nicaragua and that with the support of the people, these attacks 

will be stopped. The ambassador clearly said that he does not think that the 
Costa Rican authorities support any type of aggression against his country. 


CSO: 3010/1319 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON GUINEA-BISSAU LEADER'S VISIT 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 17 Mar 82 p 8 


[Text | In response to an invitation extended by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro 
Ruz, first secretary of the Central Committee of the Cuban Communist Party 

(PCC) and president of the Councils of State and Ministers of the Republic of 
Cuba, Brigade Commander Joao Bernardo Vieira, secretary general of the PAIGC 
[African Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde | and pre= 
sident of the Revolutionary Council of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, heading 

a delegation of his country's party and government, made an official and 
friendship visit to the Republic of Cuba from 10 to 15 March 1982, 


During his stay in Cuba, Comrade Joao Bernardo Vieira and the delegation that 
accompanied him in addition to Havana visited the special municipality of the 
Isle of Youth where he received a warm welcome from the people of Cuba, 


The esteemed visitor placed a floral offering on the monument to Jose Marti, 
the Cuban national hero and symbol of his people's struggle for national in-= 
dependence, 


During the visit, the delegation received a warm and fraternal welcome from 
the people of Cuba as an expression of the close ties of friendship and soli- 
darity that unite Cuba and Guinea-Bissau, 


The Cuban Council of State conferred the National Order of Jose Marti on Com 
rade Joao Bernardo Vieira in recognition of his firm and consistent anti- 
imperialist position and his valuable contribution to the national edification 
of his country, 


The Cuban and Guinea-Bissau delegations held official conversations that took 
place in an atmosphere of sincere friendship and were marked by mutual under= 
standing and agreement on points of view in the analysis of the topics dis- 
cussed, 


The Cuban and Guinea-Bissau delegations had profitable and intense exchanges 
of opinions and reports on the economic, political and social tasks their re= 
spective countries, which are waging a tough struggle against underdevelopment 
and for the edification of a more equitable society, are engaged in, 


39 























Commander in Chief Fidel Castro Ruz, first secretary of the Central Committee 
of the PCC and president of the Councils of State and Ministers of the Republic 
of Cuba, Commander of the Revolution Juan Almeida Bosque, a member of the 
Politburo and vice president of the Council of State, Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, 
a member of the Politburo and vice president of the Councils of State and 
liinisters, Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado, a member of the Politburo and the Council 
of State and vice president of the Council of Ministers, Pedro Miret Prieto, 

a member Of the Politburo and the Secretariat of the PCC Central Committee 

and a member of the Council of State, Jesus Montane Oropesa, an alternate mere 
ber of the Politburo and a member of the Secretariat and chief of the General 
Department of Foreign Relations of the PCC Central Committee, Jose R, Fernandez, 
a member of the PCC Central Committee and the Council of State and vice presi- 
dent of the Council of Ministers, Isidro Malmierca, a member of the Central 
Committee and minister of foreign relations, Hector Rodriguez Llorpart, a mem 
ber of the Central Committee and minister=president of the State Committee for 
wconomic Cooperation, Vice Admiral Aldo Santamaria Cuadrado, a member of the 
Central Committee, deputy minister of the FAR [Revolutionary Armed Forces | 

and chief of the Revolutionary Navy, Armando Torres Santrayll, Cuban ambassa- 
dor to Guinea-Bissau, Oscar Oramas, vice minister of foreign relations, and 
urnesto #scobar, vice chief of the General Department of Foreign Relations of 
the PCC Central Committee, participated for Cuba, 


Brigade Commander Joao Bernardo Vieira, secretary general of the PAIGC and pre= 
sident of the Revolutionary Council of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Samba 
Lamine Mane, a member of the PAIGC Politburo and minister of natural resources 
and industry, Fidelis Cabral, an alternate member of the Politburo and minister 
of Justice, Mario Cabral, a member of the Central Committee and minister of 
national education, First Commander Jose Nancassa, a member of the Central 
Committee and chief of the Political Directorate of the FARP [People's Revoiu- 
tionary Armed Forces], Adriano Ferreira, an alternate member of the Central 
Committee and the Secretariat of the JAAC [expansion unknown], Benhanguerem 

Na Tchanda, an alternate member of the Central Committee and chief of the 

Civil Section of the President's Office, Avito Jose Da Silva, minister of rural 
development, Mussa Jassi, secretary of state for post and telecommunications, 
Henriqueta Gondinho Gomes, secretary general of the President's Office and the 
Revolutionary Council, Paolo Medina, secretary general for health and social 
affairs, Francisco Barreto, secretary general of the Ministry of Interior, 
Hilia Barber, directress of services in charge of the Surope-America Department 
of the Ministry of Foreign Trade, and Constantino Lopez Da Costa, Guinea-Bissau 
charge d'affaires in Cuba, participated for Guinea-Bissau, 





Both delegations stressed the importance of cooperation between the PCC and 

the PAIGC in narrowing the ties of friendship between the two peoples and govern= 
ments and declared themselves in favor of the intensification of relations be= 
tween the youth, mass and social organizations and other institutions of both 
countries for the purpose of exchanging experiences that facilitate an ever 

more extensive mtual familiarity with the life, work and advances made in the 
edification of the new society, 


The two parties also examined the positive concauct of th2 existing cooperation 
between the two countries and reaffirmed their readiness to go on working for 
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the strengthening of that same harmony in the interests of both peoples, In 
connection with this, they underlined the important role of the Mixed Commis- 
sion for Intergovernmental Cooperation in realizing this objective, 


The Guinea-Bissau delegation underlined the historic importance of the Cuban 
Revolution for the international revolutionary movement and in particular the 
example and incentive this constitutes for the peoples of the so-called Third 
World in their struggle against imperialism, colonialism neocolonialism and 
racism, They expressed their satisfaction with the successes achieved by the 
Cuban people in the consolidation of the revolutionary government and their 
conviction that Cuba would achieve new and greater successes in the edification 
of socialism, despite the threats and pressures exerted upon it by the imperi- 
alists due to its unflagging revolutionary position and because of its consis-= 
tent exercise of proletarian internationalism as well as the solidarity it 
offers people's struggle for national liberation, 


In connection with this, the Guinea~Bissau delegation reiterated its support 
for and solidarity with the Cuban people's firm decision in the face of these 
new threats and declared themselves in favor of the immediate cessation of the 
criminal economic blockade imposed by the American Government, which has al- 
ready lasted for over 2 decades and also in favor of the immediate returm of 
Guantanamo Naval Base, which the imperialist power illegally occupies, 


The Guinea=Bissau delegation praised the role played by Cuba as president of 
the iionaligned Countries Movement and its contribution to the strengthening 
and unity of action among the member courtries, 


The Cuban delegation expressed its satisfaction with the efforts being made 

by the PAIGC and the Guinea-Bissau Government to realize the objectives that 
animated the long struggle against Portuguese colonial domination in which, 
under the positive leadership of Amilcar Cabral's party, the people of Guinea 
offered proof of the firmness and heroism that shaped the revolutionary victory 
and paved the way for gaining their real independence, 


The Cuban delegation confirmed the firm and irrevocable support the people, the 
PCC and the government of Cuba extend to the people, the PAIGC and the govern= 
ment of Guinea-Bissau in their heroic and selfless struggle for the consolida- 
tion of their gains and for the defense of their sovereignty and independence, 


Analyzing the international situation, both parties confirmed the fact that 
they had identical views on imperialist responsibility for the heightening of 
the tensions and dangers that threaten world peace, Cuba and Guinea-Bissau 
feel that the enormous difficulties and consequences stemming from the crisis 
the capitalist system is going through are increasing economic and social in- 
justice on our planet and constitute a crucial problem facing mankind, the 
solution of which will only be possible with the establishment of a new, just 
and equitable international economic order that promotes people's full develop- 
ment and gradually reduces inequality among nations, 


As long as this dramatic situation most of mankind is suffering in is not re- 


solved through the introduction of new economic relations based on equity and 
justice, we can make little progress toward an effective and lasting peace, 
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In an uninistakable and resolute way, both delegations declared themselves 
against the imperialist actions that seek to oppose peoples! struggle for 
liberation and the growing influence of socialism throughout the world, a pre= 
dominant policy of force and blackmail and threats that includes a wild step=up 
in the arms race, interference in the internal affairs of nations and support 
for reactionary and counterrevolutionary forces through maneuvers to promote 
disunity among progressive and revolutionary movements and countries, 





Both parties feel that the legitimate aspiration of peoples and countries for 
total emancipation constitutes an important characteristic of our times, one 
which is encountering growing resistance on the part of the forces of imperial- 
ism, colonialism neocolonialism, dionism, racism and apartheid, which are try= 
ing to perpetuate the unequal relations and privileges obtained by force, In 
connection with tais, both parties stressed the great importance of unity of 
action by the socialist anc progressive countries and the revolutionary, pro= 
gressive and democratic forces of the entire world in support of oppressed 
peoples! struggi.e for national liberation, 


The two delegatzors saluted the vigorous mass movement in Burope, which is de- 
manding peace, the cessation of the arms race, disarmament and cooperation 
among nations, In connection with this, they emphasized their recognition of 
the firmess and calm with which the socialist countries, headed by the Soviet 
Union, are developing their peace policy which, combined with their military 
and moral strength, constitutes a guarantee to keep the imperialists from de= 
ciding to launch a military adventure with unpredictable consequences for 
mankind, 


The Cuban and Guinea-Bissau delegations affirmed that important political and 
revolutionary changes are evolving and crystallizing in the Latin-American 
area, 


axamining the situation in Central America and the Caribbean, both parties 
agreed that the imperialist policy of aggression constitutes the chief danger 
to peace in this area, They also expressed their concern over the dangers of 
ageression that threaten the heroic peopies of Nicaragua and Grenada, who ure 
gently require maximal support and solidarity, 


Both parties expressed their approval of the FPranco-Mexican declaration, which 
erants political representation to Salvadoran patriots who are fighting for 
the freedom of their country and advocates a nesotiated political solution to 
the crisis that exists in that country, Both delegations condemned the mili- 
tary aid provided by Salvadoran fascists and denounced the electoral farce the 
junta that governs the country is preparing, 


At the same time, the Cuban and Guinea-Bissau delegations demonstrated their 
support for the initiatives, outlined by Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo 
in his recent speech in Managua, for a solution to the serious tensions that 
pervade the region of Central America and the Caribbean and to guarantee to 

the peoples of the region a climate of peace and detente based on respect for 
the full exercise of sovereignty and self=dete mination and their right to make 
those economic and social changes they consider necessary, 








They also expressed their sympathy with and support for the people of Panama in 
their struggle for the implementation of the agreements on the Panama Canal, 
They also declared their solidarity with the people of Guatemala, who are 
struggling against tyranny, 


Both parties manifested their solidarity with the peoples of Chile, Bolivia, 
Haiti, Uruguay and Paraguay, who are fighting fascism and reactionary dicta= 
torships on this continent, 


Analyzing the situation in Africa, both delegations exhibited identical points 
of view on the current problems the African continent is experiencing, 


Both governments reiterated their unreserved support for the struggle for inde=- 
pendence the heroic people of Namibia, as well as the SWAPO [ South-West People's 
Organization }, their sole and legitimate representative, are waging, As re=- 
gsards Namibian independence, the two parties denounced the Pretoria regime's 
maneuvers which, with the complicity of the imperialist powers, interfere with 
the application of the UN resolutions, in particular Security Council Resolu- 
tion 435/78, with the objective of imposing a neocolonialist solution that 

would damage the legitimate aspirations of the Namibian people and preserve 
imperialist interests in the region, 


The two delegations reaffirmed the fact that the true solution to the Namibian 
problem is through strict compliance with UN Security Council Resolution 435, 
which will lead to a really independent government and the total withdrawal of 
South African occupation troops from the area south of the Orange River, 





The two parties expressed their support of the ANC | African National Congress], 
which is courageously fighting the odious apartheid system in South Africa, 

and denounced the imperialist powers' shipments of nuclear weapons to that 
country, 


Cuba and Guinea-bissau energetically condemned South African racist aggression 
arainst the people of the People's Republic of Angola and demanded the uncon-=- 
Citional withdrewal of the racist troops that now occupy part of that African 
country, ‘hey also rejected any attempt to make Namibian independence contin= 
gent on the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola, 


in connection with this, tne Guinea-Bissau delegation expressed its gratitude 
for the internationalist support in the economic, social and military domuins 
provided by the people, the PCC and the government of the Republic of Cuba 
for the people of Angola at the request of the MPLA [ Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] Labor Party and the Angolan Government in their efforts 
for the rebuilding and protection of their national unity, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity in their confrontation with the constant racist attacks 
of Pretoria, 


Both parties also expressed their firmest solidarity with all Front Line States, 


which suffer constant attacks and pressures of all kinds by the South African 
regime, 
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They also condemed South Africa's subversive activities against the Republic 
of Aneel Both governments also expressed their total support for the 
Madagascar Government against imperialist maneuvers and pressures, 


Tackling the situation in Western Sahara, the two delegations reiterated their 
support for the POLISARIO front (Popular Front for the Liberation of Sagui el 

Hamra and Rio de Oro] and the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic (SDAR) Govern- 

ment in its just struggle to exercise its right of self=<determination and in= 

dependence, 


They condemmed the delaying tactics of the Kingdom of Morocco, which is trying 
to perpetuate the occupation, oppression and exploitation it is imposing on the 
Saharan people, They congratulated the Saharan people on the great victories 
achieved in the POOR EREED diplomatic and military domains and the SDAR's 
entrance into the Organization of African Unity (OAU), 


The sovernments of Cuba and Guinea-Bissau condemmed international reactionary 
and imperialist maneuvers and threats against the restoration of peace in the 
Horn of eircom in opposition to the interests of the peoples of the continent 
and the principles that govern relations among the member nations of the OAU, 


The two parties agreed in emphasizing the positive activity engaged in by the 
AU for the strengthening of the international positions of the African coune 
ries in their just struggle to eradicate colonialism, neocolonialism, racism 
and apartheid, 


Tne Cuban and Guinea-Bissau delegations declared themselves in favor of a just 
and global solution to the Middle East problem, in which the Palestine question 
constitutes the fundamental issue, and extended their unreserved support to 

the PLO as its sole, legitimate representative, 


They reaffirmed their conviction that a just and lasting peace in this con-= 
vulsed region of the world will be possible only through the total and uncon-= 
ditional withdrawal of Israei from all the occupied Arab territories and full 
recognition of the legitimate rights of the people, including the enjoyment of 


their own independent state under the government of the PLO, 


Both parties condemmed the Camp David agreements and the systematic Israeli 
attacks on the Arab peoples, among which the most recent and flagrant viola- 
tions of all the principles and standards of conduct that govern international 
law are the bombing of the reactor at Tamuz in Iraq and the annexation of the 
Syrian Golan Heights, and condemed Israel's preparations for war, aimed at 
the extermination of the Palestinian population in Lebanon, 


With reference to the Southeast Asian situation, the two governments expressed 
their satisfaction over the uninterrupted successes achieved by the peoples of 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea against imperialist interference and over the ef-= 
forts they are making to transform Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, friend= 
ship and cooperation, They saluted the successes achieved by the people of 
Kampuchea in their national reconstruction effort, 
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The delegations reaffirmed \heir solidarity with the Democratic People's Re= 
public of Korea in its just struggle for the peaceful reunification of its 
territory without foreign interference, 


In the light of the international situation, both parties stressed the historic 
significance of the Nonaligned Countries Movement and, aware of its role, re= 
iterated their decision to work for the application of the final declaration 
and the resolutions adopted by the Sixth Summit Conference, underlining the 
fact that the successes achieved by the movement constitute an obvious proof 

of the people's unstoppable advance in their fight against imperialism, colo- 
nialism, neocolonialism, racism, Zionism and apartheid as well as in elimina- 
ting the economic and social inequality that prevails in the world of today, 


The Guinea-Bissau delegation congratulated Commander in Chief Fidel Castro Ruz 
on the excellent way in which he has been directing the Nonaligned Countries 
Movement, stamping it with new initiative for the Third World countries, 


Both parties expressed their firm readiness to contribute to the success of 
the next few meetings convened by the movement, particularly the Bureau of 
Coordination on Palestine Ministerial Conference to be held in Kuwait, the 
Havana Coordination Bureau Ministerial Conference and the Seventh Summit Con=- 
ference to be held in Baghdad in September 1982, 


The Cuban and Guinea-Bissau delegations expressed their great satisfaction with 
the results of the visit and felt that the conversations and agreements con= 
cluded constitute an important step in the development of the fraternal rela- 
tions that unite the parties and governments of both peoples and productive 
cooperation between these two brother nations, 


In the name of his country's delegation, President Joao Bernardo Vieira ex- 
pressed his sincere thanks for the fraternal and warm welcome extended them by 
President Fidel Castro and other leaders of the party, government and people 
of Cuba during their stay in Cuba, 


President Joao Bernardo Vieira extended an invitation to President Fidel Castro 


to make an official and friendly visit to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, which 
was accepted with great satisfaction, The date of the visit will be set later, 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


TESTIMONY OF GUATEMALAN MILITARY INCURSIONS 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 21 Mar 82 p 3 


[Article by Juan Danell, special correspondent: "Regional Committee Against 
Repression Formed as Result of Meeting of Rural Organizations" | 


[Text | Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas, 20 March 1982--The formation of a Regional Com- 
mittee Against Repression, the dissolution of the White Guards, a halt to the 
repression of Guatemalan peasants, and the suspension of freedom of transit by 
paramilitary and Guatemalan Army groups into Mexican territory: These were the 
resolutions passed by the National Meeting held in this city by the various rural 
Organizations and convoked by the National Front Against Repression. 


During the proceedings, which took place in the College of Medicine of the Autono- 
mous University of Chiapas, the different _rapporteurs representing rural organiza- 
tions such as the CNPA | expansion unknown |, the CIAC | expansion unknown |, the 
Ejidio Venustiano Carranza, the Rurel. Bloc of Chiapas, the PRT [ expansion unknown | 
and the PSUM (expansion unknown | agreed to form a permanent committee to help the 
Guatemalan refugees in the Chiapas strip bordering with Guatemala. 


The proceedings addressed the principal problems affecting the Chiapas population, 
foremost amona which are repression, persecution and the despoiling of lands, as 
well as the incursions of Guatemalan paramilitary groups into the area. 


The representatives of the Chiapas Coordinating Committee, for their part, re- 
ported to those attending the meeting that Guatemalan soldiers have penetrated 
more than 60 kilometers into Mexican territory, that is. as far as San Cristobal 
de las Casas. 


Rosario Ibarra de Piedra, candidate for the presidency of the PRT 

who asserted she was there not as a candidate but rather as a member of 
the National Front Against Repression, attended the closing proceedings of the 
meeting. During the latter proceedings, it was decided that all those attending 


would visit the Cerro Hueco prison, where various persons from the area are being 
held. 
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Visit to the Prisoners from Chiapas 


At 1545 hours, the 60 representatives holding the National Meeting of Rural Organ- 
izations in this city arrived at the site of the Cerro Hueco prison. 


As they proceeded toward tne entrance to the prison which holds convicted crimi- 
nals and where Arturo Albores Velasco, Victorio Hernandez, Angel de la Torre Golel 
and Agustin de la Torre Hernandez are being held, the commission members chanted 
"Freedom!"”, the watchword of political prisoners. At that point, a shot was 
heard, fired by one of the guards crouched behind the parapets of the prison 
wall. 


Arriving at the entrance gate to the prison, the members of the commission had to 
halt, as they were threatened by three guards armed with high-powered rifles, who 
said to them, "Go raise your commotion somewhere else; we are not going to let you 
ins” 


At 1555 hours, having gone around the outside wall of the prison to its other 
entrance, the commission was received by the prison warden, Rogelio Cutino, who 
allowed only 10 persons to enter, among whom was Rosario Ibarra de Piedra. Next 
came a meeting with Julio Cesar Aguilar, the prison superintendent, who for a few 
moments refused to allow an interview with the detained persons mentioned. 


At 1615 hours, after arguing with the superintendent, the 10 persons were allowed 
to enter and speak with the decained peasants. At that very moment, a truck 
arrived carrying 10 other peasants, who were detained on the charge of being 
guerrillas. 


During the interview with the prisoners, Arturo Albores issued a statement for the 
media: 


"We send a revolutionary greeting to all our companeros and rejoice, together with 
you, in the triumphs we are achieving, as, little by little but perseveringly and 
with confidence in our actions, we wrest the freedom of many of our companeros who 
are being repressed. Our most important arms, those we have used until now, are 
Organization, mobilization and denunciation of the situation in which the country 
finds itself. 


"From the bourgeoisie we shall wrest our freedom; from the bourgeoisie we shall 
wrest the freedom of all our people. 


“Forward, companeros! Let us advance strongly united until we have won the final 
victory. 


"We are political prisoners. The rich and their government have constantly 
harrassed us with threats, and at this moment they are trying to cover up our ab- 
duction in this prison in which we find ourselves being heid under false charges 
of homicide. But we want to make it clear that the organization of the people is 
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»ne of companeros engaged in a struggle, not one of assassins, and they have never 
accepted these charges. And like us, there are other companeros being held in 
this prison. Their 'crime' is that of being natives, not speaking Spanish cor- 
rectly, and being unable to defend themselves against our executioners: For them 
too, we must carry On an organized struggle. 


“Companeros,"” Albores Velasco concluded, "we trust we have conveyed our sense of 
triumph and enthusiasm of this moment and that they will be continued with ever 


more companeros.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


ASSURANCE OF SUPPORT TO LOPEZ PORTILLO FROM DEFENSE MINISTER 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 20 Mar 82 pp 1-A, 15-A 
“Article by Isabel Zamorano: "Galvan Lopez: The President Is Not Alone" | 


_Text_ President Jose Lopez Portillo is not alone in the midst of the misunder- 
Standing and the difficulties surrounding him and in the arduous economic and 
international battles he is fighting for the benefit of Mexico. The Armed Forces 
are sOlidly behind him and are committed to those efforts, the secretary of 
national defense, Felix Galvan Lopez, said yesterday on the occasion of the presi- 
dent's name day. 


"Tt is now that the Mexican Army most supports and stands by you, for to express 
one's closeness and agreement when the road is simple, clear and a triumphal one 
is easy. It is in uncertain circumstances and in the face of incomprehension that 
we want to make our presence felt," Galvan Lopez added. 


The secretaries of National defense and of government transmitted to the chief 
executive the good wishes of the Cabinet members, the governors of the states, and 
the various associations during the breakfast in his honor held at Los Pinos. 


The gathering, in which musical groups and singers took part, was the most atten- 
ded one since President Lopez Portillo took office. 


The chief executive was accompanied by his mother, Mrs Refugio Pacheco de Lopez 
Portillo, his sisters Margarita and Alicia, and other close relatives. 


Enrique Olivares Santana, secretary of government, and Felix Galvan stated that 
very soon the nation will witness the gains that have been achieved by President 
Jose Lopez Portillo's efforts to keep the country moving along its independent, 
serene and dignified road. 


Olivares Santana affirmed that the nation is being well led by the president, who 
is not the only one responsible for the nation's destiny. 


"A goodly part of that responsibility must be borne by all of us," he said, "and 
this is a welcome occasicn to tell our people that those of us who form part of 
your government share equally with you the responsibility in this task of serving 
the nation." 
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A Nation of Laws 


The messages of solidarity with the executive were conveyed at the conclusion of 
a varied musical program participated in by the Banda Monumental de Caballeria, 
the Coro Fonapas of the state of Zacatecas, the Banda Sinfonica of Hidalgo, the 
Rondalla of Fresnillo, the students musical group of the state of Mexico, the 
Mexican Army's Grupo Musico-Vocal, and the Conjunto de los Hermanos Miranda. 


Olivares Santana said that Mexico is a nation of laws and of institutions, that 
faces external and internal problems, but that has vigor, objectives and goals and 
is sustained by a heterogeneous society that is capable of acting unilaterally 

and soundly in the world order. 


In accordance with the times, Mexico experiences stages of accelerated advancement 
and of social consolidation, he said, and when necessary it can fall back and re- 
group the nation's forces to achieve greater strength and push solidly ahead with 
its advance. 


The secretary of government spoke of the effort being deployed by President Lopez 
Portillo, who is providing the leadership in changes that look to the immediate 
future, bringing diverse interests together and weighing ideas for attaining 
objectives and satisfying anxieties, so that the Mexican society can transform 
and reform itself for the benefit of all. 


On the other hand, he added, this has its origin in the will of the people and is 
a way of life that imparts permanency to its institutions. 


In Mexico, said Olivares Santana, it is not a matter of change for the sake of 
change. The process is the result of the care with which reforms are brought 
about so that they will not give rise to departures from principle or fragmentary 
processes. 


Societal reform can only be approached as a whole, considering the manner in which 
One action affects the others, since the object is not to get half-baked results 
that merely alleviate a transitory situation, but rather results of long duratiou 
that change society and political awareness. 


Within this process, the transformation of institutions and laws is legitimate, 
Since it is a permanent aspiration and a method of social development, a quest 
for a socially-oriented way to overcome the limitations of government and elevate 
Our political quality. 


Olivares Santana added that it is our institutions which give substance and being 
to the action of our people and governemnt. To improve them is the goal of all, 
to elevate them is the objective, and to bind them all interdependently with each 
other is the yearning of the people, who seek through the permanence of our insti- 
tutions to give body to our constant goal of keeping our Republic unendingly 
alive. 

















Virtually a Family Celebration 


The celebration of President Jose Lopez Portillo's name day was virtually a family 
affair, in that, besides his close relatives, there were at Los Pinos almost 600 
persons, including members of his cabinet, reporters, leaders of different groups, 
the governors of the states and political leaders. 


By 7 o'clock in the morning the streets adjacent to Los Pinos were already being 
filled by black sedans followed by less stately automobiles filled with security 
agents: They were the members of the president's cabinet, arriving to sing "Las 
Mananitas" in his honor. 


A few privileged persons--secretaries of state--entered the grounds of the presi- 
dential residence in their automobiles; others--directors and department heads-- 
left their automobiles in nearby parking spaces. These maneuvers created a major 
traffic jam. 


The officials in charge of the festivities placed over the entrance to the presi- 
dential residence a tissue-paper curtain, and in the front patio a large, three- 
colored, sawdust mosaic with the chief executive's initials, the phrase "Six Years 
of Labor," and the words "Happy Returns!”". 


At 8 o'clock, the president, after having joined his wife and children, broke 
through the curtain and came out to the front steps to receive the cabinet mem- 
bers' expressions of good will. The music was heard uninterruptedly for one hour 
afterwards, then came the messages of good will and solidarity. 


He also received the greetings of reporters who cover the news originating in the 
presidency, and those of the Caricaturists Club members, who presented him with a 
box of painters' colors and a set of brushes. 


The gifts to the chief executive included the usual chocolate hearts, fruits, 
jewels, wood carvings and many flowers. 


For breakfast there were tamales, chilaquiles, and Spanish tortilla. 


The most conspicuous and most greeted figure was the new secretary of finance and 
public credit, Jesus Silva Herzog. 


At the conclusion of breakfast and after shaking hundreds of hands, President 
Lopez Portillo met, as he doves every year, with the reporters who cover the Presi- 
dency press office to cut and share a cake, which this year, instead of being 
decorated with the logos of all the nation's media, bore two clasped hands symbol- 
izing the solidarity and friendship of those who for the past 6 years have in- 
formed the nation on his activities. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 





BIOGRAPHIC DETAILS ON NEW ENVOY TO U.S. 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 19 Mar 82 pp 4-A, 29-A 
Article: "Sepulveda Amador Named Ambassador to the United States" | 


_Text | Attorney Bernardo Sepulveda Amador has been appointed, by President Lopez 
Portillo, Mexican ambassador to the Government of the United states, whose con- 
sent to his appointment was requested and obtained. News of his appointment was 
released by the Secretariat of Foreign Relations. 


Sepulveda Amador will replace Ambassador Hugo B. Margain, who has been nominated 
the PRI | Institutional Revolutionary Party | candidate for the Senate of the Re- 
public from the Federal District. 


The new ambassador to Washington is an attorney at law, a graduate of the UNAM 
_National Autonomous University of Mexico ]. He has represented Mexico in many 
international meetings, within and outside the ambit of the United Nations. 


He chaired the meeting of the United Nations Commission on Transnational Enter- 
prises held in Mexico in 1981. Until now he has occupied the position of secre- 
tary of international affairs of the PRI's National Executive Committee. 


Prior to this he was secretary general of international financial affairs in the 
Secretariat of Finance (1976-1981); adviser to the secretary of finance (1971- 
1975); deputy director general of judicial affairs in the Secretariat of the 
Presidency (1968-1970), and professor of Public International Law and of the 
Theory and Practice of International Organization at the College of Mexico. 


He is adviser on international affairs to attorney Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado, 
the PRI candidate for president of the Republic. He is a member of the PRI's 
National Committees on Political Action, Ideology, and the Press. 


He was a member of the Mexican delegation to the International Meeting on Coopera- 
tion and Development=--the North-South Dialogue--held in Cancun in October 1981. 

He was named by the president of the Republic to take part, starting in February 
1981, in the substantive preparation for that meeting. 


He is the author of 16 works on matters of economics and international law. He is 
married to Ana de Iturbe and has three children. He was born in Mexico City on 
14 December 1941, 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


WARNING OF GUERRILLA THREAT IN SOUTH 

Coindreau Statement 
Mexico City NOVEDADES in Spanish 16 Mar 82 pp l, 11 
[Article by Rocio Castellanos R.] 


[Text] Cancun, Q. Roo, 15 Mar--The presence of guerrillas on the country's 
southern border was charged today by Jose Luis Coindreau, president of 
COPARMEX [Employers Confederation of the Mexican Republic], who emphasized 
that the government should take measures to prevent the spread of the Central 
American movement. 


He asserted that the southern border must be sealed, since any extension of 
strong military states with Marxist leanings is definitely dangerous for 
Mexico. Interviewed before the opening of the 64th Regular General Assembly 
of CONCANACO [Confederation of National Chambers of Commerce], the business 
leader explained that he has direct information from businessmen who operate 
agricultural machinery businesses that they had to withdraw from the state 
of Chiapas because the guerrillas do not let them work. 


He said that these businessmen have suffered threats, pilfering and violence, 
and noted the difficulty they have had, for these reasons, in finding workers. 
What we must do, he said, is seal ourselves off ideologically from these 
people. We have our own ideology, our own idiosyncrasies, and we have no 
reason to go flirting with foreign ideologies disguised as idealism, he added. 


The president of the Employers Confederation of the Mexican Republic emphasized 
that Mexico's policy must be very upright, very respectful of what is being 
said and that it must be very alert, because it is well known that communism 

is being given its head in Central America. 


He pointed out that there are going to be problems in the southern part of 
the country and that in fact there are already guerrillas in that area, for 
example, around Comitan, and it is nothing but infiltration from Central 
America. 


He also said that we cannot run the risk of having insecurity, nor can we 
permit violence in the richest part of the country. 
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And he emphasized that Mexico has an established legal framework and is polit- 
ically open and that there are channels to handle all types of concerns, but 
anyone who leaves the legal channels and resorts to violence must expect a 
similar response. 


Editorial Comment 
Mexico City NOVEDADES in Spanish 16 Mar 82 p 4 
[Editorial: "Guerrillas in Southern Mexico"] 


[Text] The critical political and domestic situation of the Central American 
countries has begun to have repercussions in Mexico beyond the level of 
statements and diplomacy. The danger to the states of Chiapas and Tabasco, 
chiefly, has become a reality, as was stated by the president of the Employers 
Confederation of the Mexican Republic (COPARMEX), Jose Luis Coindreau, at 

the 64th Regular General Assembly of CONCANACO held in Cancun. 


Mr Coindreau charged that he has reliable reports from businessmen in the 
southern part of the country concerning incursions of Central American, 
particularly Guatemalan, guerrillas who are harrassing and hindering economic 
activity in our border states, especially in rural areas. The news, confirmed 
as it is, could not be of greater concern. Its seriousness is indisputable. 


These incursions must be repelled and controlled now, while they are just 
beginning. Otherwise the pressures and the excesses will become more frequent 
in that fragile border area and, proportionately, the risks to our national 
security will be greater, chiefly in terms of ideology and energy. 


Because the economic development of the fringe area of our southern border 
has been deteriorating steadily, encouraging the malicious institution of 
violence, we must without delay prevent these communities from succumbing 

to subversive pressures. The Mexican nation must strengthen and activate 
the best legal means to support our countrymen in that area, to protect them 
and keep them safe from excesses of guerrilla activity. 


Political reform, which has given ali ideologies the means to express them- 
selves, is an important antidote to national discontent, but it must not be 
left without the support of other, more effective and immediate measures of 
control which will eliminate the possibility of inf'ltration in one of the 
areas of the country which now, more than ever, needs preferential economic, 
social and military attention. The Mexican Government should intervene as 
soon as possible in the situation discussed at Cancun by the aforementioned 
employers’ leader. Threats to national security cannot be ignored. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 





FDN COMMANDER REPORTS LATEST OPERATIONS 





PA112321 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September in Spanish to Nicaragua 0300 GMT 
11 Apr 82 


{Interview with Commander (Victor), who led the operation against the garrison 
in (?Las Pampas) in Nueva Segovia Department and the destruction of the Ocotal 
Bridge, somewhere in Nicaragua--recorded ] 


[Excerpt] [Question] I am (Laura), a war correspondent, and I have come to 
Commander (Victor)'s operational base to interview him and discuss the details 
of the latest operation in these glorious mountains by this command of the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Forces [FDN]. Commander (Victor), I understand that you 
were the operations chief of the commandoes who carried out a surprise attack 
against (?Las Pampas) and Zacatera [words indistinct] could you tell us how 
[words indistinct]. 


[Answer] These actions were carried out by the FDN and it was synchronized 

by the personnel of the insurrectional base I headed. [Words indistinct] 
Commander (Jeronimo) and Commander (Max). We inflicted many casualties on the 
enemy [words indistinct] our professionalism and the forces [words indistinct ] 
proof of this is that we killed the commander at the Zacatera Command and in 
(?Las Pampas) [words indistinct]. 


The operation was successful because we obtained exact information from certain 
individuals who we infiltrated into the Sandinist army and who gave us all 

the information to carry out this operation. We left our base divided into 
groups and each had a base to attack. We decided to carry out a simultaneous 
attack at 0400. We were a little bit late due to the darkness and the diffi- 
cult path but this was nothing important and did not affect the operation. 


The mangy-dogs got frightened at the time of the attack and some of them 
shouted that they were not Sandinists and mangy-dogs and to spare their lives. 
For this reason, I ordered a cease-fire so that they could come to us with 
their hands up. However, while we gave them some time and tried to reach the 
place where they were, they opened fire again. Consequently, we had to open 
fire again and thus have to deplore certain deaths of individuals who perhaps, 
deep down, were not bloodthirsty Sandinists but men who were forced to fight, 
but such is life and that is how war is and they died there perhaps innocently, 
but we can't help that. 
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|Question] Do you have any idea on the number of casualties you inflicted? 
|Answer] Well, according to reports we received, there were 40 mangy-dogs, 
including members of the Sandinist Peoples Army and the militias. We were able 
to count seven at the end of the fighting. Therefore, no less than 30 were 
killed in this action. 


[Question] How long did the battle last? 


[Answer] The fighting began at 0407 and ended at 0520. 


CSO: 3010/1318 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FDN REJECTS ANY PACTS, DIALOGUES WITH FSLN 


PA112309 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September in Spanish to Nicaragua 0300 GMT 
11 Apr 82 


[Station commentary ] 


[Text] Nicaraguan brothers: Confusion at this time is a sign of [word indis- 
tinct] and foolishness. The many who love their fatherland will never seek 
pacts, dialogues and sinecures with those who murder a people in a treacherous 
ambush. This is what the FSLN communists are. They want to subject the poli- 
tical parties struggling for liberty and democracy now to fear, machineguns 
and fire. It would be an inexplicable crime if any of these political demo- 
cratic parties compromise with or enter into pacts with the criminal FSLN so 
that for money, posts and positions they turn over an entire nation to comnu- 
nism. 


The lives of Nicaraguan people are not traded and sold and their liberty cannot 
be snatched away. [Words indistinct] the political democratic parties [words 
indistinct] their farm and unbendable position to not [words indistinct] con- 
stant attacks of the murderous FSLN. 


For this reason, the democratic parties [words indistinct] must be more united 
than ever as they have been up until now, in a single bloc [words indistinct] 
with a single patriotic and nationalist duty: to fight face to face against 
the nine communist tyrants who are misgoverning our fatherland now. 


Democratic men, Nicaraguan men: Let not the signs of money, confusion, and 
fear make you yield in your patriotic stand. 


Democratic Nicaraguan: The explosive crazyness of the FSLN makes it eager to 
enter into pacts and subject you to its dictatorial communist orders. There- 
fore, the people, all of us democratic and anticommunist neople, are demanding 
that the political parties break with any kind of dialogue proposed by the 
criminal FSLN regime. Let's break with any kind of position which the Marxists 
want us to adopt because words, promises and pacts with the nine FSLN criminals 
could only result in death in the hands of the communists and the nine crimin- 
als. 


37 











(Words indistinct] the people need the unity with the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Forces [FDN]. This struggle belongs to the people. This is a struggle to 
exterminate the dictatorial communism of the FSLN. For this reason, the 
Nicaraguan people tell the democratic political parties that we are no longer 
in times for thinking of ways to mend or patch a freedom that is being offended 
by rifles and bayonets. We are no longer in ties for mending or patching a 
sovereignty that has been stained by the Cubans and the Russians--teachers, but 
in the art of war. We are now ready to fight together in unity against the 
enemy forces of the murderous FSLN. 





For this reason, the FDN says no to amendments and political games. For this 
reason, the FDN and the freedom commandoes say no to foreign occupation. For 
this reason, the FDN says no to repression, because the FDN will break the 
chains which are keeping liberty captive. It will break the chains that are 
binding the blue and white flag of our fatherland. Therefore, from now on the 
FDN tells Nicaraguans and anybody conderned that it will not recognize any 

pacts made by political leaders or parties with the FSLN criminal regime. Thus, 
we are telling these parties and leaders that the weight of the punishment for 
betraying the fatherland and our people will rest on their consciences and 

lives and that of their relatives. 


Let it be very clear: We will not recognize any pacts, alliances or dialogues 
with a group of criminals because the freedom of the fatherland cannot be 
discussed on a table or through demagogic agreements with a rifle in your 
hands. 


We already have the testimonies of the past with the pacts with the southern 
cone, Venezuela, Costa Rica, the United States, the Central American countries, 


the church and the Red Cross. Everything was in vain. 


The Nicaraguan people do not want any more pacts or (?promises). Down with 
dialogues and demagogy, we want liberty or death. 


CSO: 3010/1318 
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COUNTRY SECT LON NICARAGUA 


REBEL COMMANDER REPORTS ON BRIDGE OPERATION 


PAO91321 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September in Spanish to Nicaragua 0312 GMT 8 
Apr 82 


[Text] Nicaraguan brothers: The microphones of radio 15 September have gone 
to interview Commander (Victor) at his base of operations somewhere in the 
mountains of Nicaragua. 


As operations director Commander Victor will give us his impressions on the 
dynamiting of the Ocotal Bridge over the Coco River in Segovia. The bridge is 
on the road from Ocotal to Managua in Nueva Segovia Department: 


[Begin recording] [Question] Commander (Victor), would you describe some of 
the details of this operation for our people? 


iAnswer| I will be very glad to give the Nicaraguan people the details of this 
operation and especially of its purpose. 


I shall begin with the purpose so that the Nicaraguan people can understand 
that we are not destroying bridges for the sake of destruction as the FSLN did 
during the insurrection. The bridge was destroyed according to orders given 
at high levels because of the flow of weapons shipped from Nicaragua to supply 
the Salvadoran guerrillas which strive to destabilize the Salvadoran regime and 
take over the country as they did in Nicaragua. In El Salvador it is not the 
patriots who direct the guerrillas, but the communists. This was the reason 
for this operation. In other words, we tried to keep the weapons shipped from 
Cuba, via Nicaragua, to El Salvador, from flowing to the Salvadoran guerrillas 
and shedding more innocent blood of our brother peoples. [Words indistinct] 
because when we arrived at the bridge and spoke with them, they offered no 
resistance and withdrew in order not to be present when we carried out our 
operation. 


We had no [words indistinct] because we are well trained in explosives and 
ammunitions and in good physical conditions; therefore we had no problems in 
carrying out the operation. The people just fled and offered no resistance; 

on the contrary, they were friendly. We had hoped this would be the case and 
they understood the reason we gave for destroying the bridge. They realize 

that we are fighting for a just cause. Therefore, they took cover so they would 
not be injured in the explosion. 
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iQuestion] Commander (Victor), I have had the chnace to speak to people of 
this region and they have said that the explosion was heard several kilometers 
away. Could you tell us what kind of explosives you used and if any one was 
injured in the explosion? 


[Answer] The blast must have been loud because we use powerful explosives and 
because the bridge was big and solid. However, thank God, we did not even have 
contusions because we took all possible security measures. Both the fighters 
in the operation and the civilians were protected so nothing would happen to 
them. The operation was carried out late at night so that all the people 
asleep in their homes would be out of the way. 


After the operation we took to the mountains and later learned that absolutely 
no one was injured in the least, as we had planned in order not to injure the 


people. 


(OQuesction}| Commander (Victor), do you take precautionary measures during all 
operations? 


i\Answer; Absolutely. In all its operations, the Nicaraguan Democratic Front 
[FDN} is tirst of all concerned about the people [words indistinct] and try to 
avoid injuring the Nicaraguan people in any way. 


However, sometimes we regret that some mangy-dog fighters fall who have been 
compelled to join the service. We know perfectly well that a large number of 
Nicaraguans have been recruited and forced to serve. Sometimes we regret that 
we must kill some of these mangy dogs because we are determined to fight the 
communists. We want to eliminate the communists, as well as the mercenaries 
who are here in Nicaragua repressing the people, killing innocent people and 
repressing the people in all possible ways. The peasants are being brutally 
repressed. 


“ollowing the dynamiting of the bridge, they had nothing to do with the opera- 
tion. [t was carried out exclusively by members of the FDN forces with men, as 
[ previously said, who are physically and mentally trained and dedicated to 
this. 


The Nicaraguan people are inno way involved. There is no reason why the pack of 
dogs ruling the country, who are worse than Somoza and the worst scum possible, 
should repress the people in any way. They take people to some unidentified 
place. They take children and mothers. They take them from the mountains in 
helicopters believing that they are cooperating with us. It is not true that 
the people participated in any wav in this FDN operation. 


We urge all militiamen and Sandinist fighters to join our forces because the 
Nicaraguan mountains are big and glorious and shelter many Nicaraguans who want 
to attain the real peace for which the Nicaraguans have shed so much blood for 
such a long time. We did not shed this blood to be more repressed and dominated 


by communist power. I urge the people to struggle for Nicaragua's true liber- 
ation. 
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{Question] These were the words of Commander (Victor). I also had the chance 
to speak to the people who report they are suffering a wave of repression be- 
cause of the dynamiting of the bridge. The government believes that they 
cooperated in this FDN operation. 


Commander (Victor), thanks for your statement to radio 15 September. Would 
you like to send a message to our people? 


[Answer] I want to remind the Nicaraguan people of the words of our great 
literary hero Ruben Dario who said: Nicaragua is made of glory and more glory; 
it was made for freedom. Let us fight for this freedom; let us fight for 
Nicaragua and our people. People of Nicaragua, join the FDN to put an end to 
communism in our land. Let us fight for a true democracy. Remember that with 
God and our Cathecism, we shall defeat communism. [End recording] 


CSO: 3010/1318 





COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


STATE COUNCIL MEETING IN NIGERIA--Deputy Commander Rafael Solis, state council 
secretary; Father Alvaro Arguello, National Clergy Association delegate; and 
Comanero Dennis Corrales, delegate for the heroes and martyrs confederation of 
Nicaraguan professional associations--all of them members of the national 
inter-parliamentary group of the state council, the Sandinist people's revolu- 
tion's co-legislative body--left yesterday morning for Nigeria, in Central 
Africa. The Nicaraguan State Council members will participate in the prepar- 
atory meeting for the world IPU summit conference, which is slated to take place 
in Rome in September. According to Deputy Commander Solis, who is also secre- 
tary of the state council's national inter-parliamentary group, their mission 
is to introduce into the agenda that is to be discussed in Rome the topics of 
the peace proposal for Central America and the denunciation of the U.S. war- 
mongering policy against Nicaragua. The latter issue has already been taken 
before the UN Security Council by Commander of the Revolution Daniel Ortega 
Saavedra, government junta coordinator. The Nicaraguan parliamentarians’ trip 
is scheduled to last 10 days. They will make stops in Spain and Panama. in 
Spain, they will disucss our country's current situation given the constant 
attacks through the borders with Honduras and Costa Rica and they will also be 
received by the Spanish Congress' Foreign Committee. [Text] [PA090206 Managua 
Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 8 Apr 82] 


[INTERNAT LONAL SUPPORT ASKED--In San Jose, Costa Rica, Priest Fernando Cardenal 
propaganda coordinator for the 19 July Sandinist Youth Organization, has asked 
tor the creation of committees all over the world to support our country and to 
help us repel an imminent U.S. attack on Nicaragua. Cardenal participated in 
the closing ceremony of the third conference for peace and sovereignty in 
Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean, which took place in the Costa Rican 
capital this past Sunday. Cardenal underlined that "from this day forward, we 
must create committees to collect blood, food, clothing and other logistical 
supplies, for military intervention can take place any time now and we must be 
ready for it.'' Sandinist Assembly Member Cardenal said that the United States 
is trying to crush the Sandinist peoples revolution because it is an example for 
the other Central American countries, which are tired of so many years of ex- 
ploitation, terror and dictatorships. After reiterating that the United States 
is mistaken in accusing Nicaragua of exporting its revolution, since revolutions 
cannot be exported, Cardenal said that "President Reagan and Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig have talked of attacking us and we believe them, as we have no 
reason to doubt this." Priest Fernando Cardenal also said that international 
solidarity can curb U.S. military intervention, as it has done until now, and 
that this is why it is so important that such solidarity grow. [Text] [PA080221 
Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 6 Apr 82] 


cso: 3010/1318 
62 





COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


MOLIRENA LEADER VIEWS PROPOSED ELECTORAL CENSUS 
PA100136 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 6 Apr 82 p 1A 


[By Jose Quintero Tide Leon] 





[Text] "I have always believed that the growing intervention of the National 
Guard in the country's political life comes from the inability of governments 
and regimes to solve the needs of the country," Manuel Solis Palma, secretary 
general of the Nationalist Liberal Republican Movement [MOLIRENA] said when 
asked about Col Ruben d Paredes" candidacy. 


Solis Palma, who does not deny the need of a National Guard to guarantee 
sovereignty and public order, said than when political groups lack popular 
Support, they seek National Guard support, as is the case of the parties who 
announced their support for a military candidacy. 


Apart from this, the Molirena leader warned that a National Guard candidacy 
would negatively affect the democratization process in which the country is 
involved. It would give the advantage to one of the sectors participating in 
the electoral joust and would automatically eliminate equality and fair play 
within the process. 


LA PRENSA questioned Solis Paiama's concepts and asked him if he did not believe 
that the relationship between Colonel Paredes and the National Guard would lose 
force once he became a common citizen seeking office. Palma replied that this 
type of "brotherhood" does not end and is not forgotten so easily as other 
friendly relations. 


He said that for reasons of loyalty and obedience, the armed institution creates 
a close link that includes a possessive attitude toward subordinates, because 
all actions are done according to "my colonel" and that if Paredes jumped into 
the political arena, theis relationship would give him a strength that other 
candidates would not have. 


Regarding to the taking of an electoral census being promoted by the electoral 
tribunal, Solis Palma said that Molirena is not opposed to the taking of a 
census, but that it doubts its effectiveness and is rather in favor of a purge 
and improvement of the electoral registry and that this would lead to a better 
electoral process. 
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(he main reason presented by Molirena for questioning the census that its 
results would not be 100 percent etfective, and also that there is a scarcity 
of time and resources. Solis Palma said that the comptrollers office is not 
prepared to quickly plan this census and that if the government carries out 
this adventure, it would produce unreliable results some time around mid-1984 
and that this would be too late for the elections. 


Also, he added, the tribunal does not have the human or technical resources to 
conduct this census. He also suggested that the financial resources that would 
be spent in it, should be used to purge and perfect the electoral registry and 
that this would give greater immediate benefits for the parties and the 1984 


«7 . * ‘a 
Zenerai © lections. 


Finally the top Molirena leader said that the purge of the electoral organiza- 
tion directorate would be a positive action, that it was totally changed after 
charges were presented against it and that it is one thing to draft an efficient 
electoral registry and another to guarantee that this instrument would be 


efficiently used. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


MONETARY CENTER DIRECTOR VIEWS CENTRAL AMERICA 
PA111545 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2300 GMT 10 Apr 82 


[Jose Montano interview with Jorge Gonzalez del Valle, study director of the 
"Latin American Monetary Center"' place not given; on 10 April--recorded] 


[Text] [Gonzalez] As a whole, Latin America had an insignificant growth ratio 
in 1981--1 percent for the whole region, including the Caribbean; that is to 
say, for the total of 26 countries. Let me give you a contrast: If the 
situation was delicate and weak for all of Latin America, it was much more so 
for Central America. 


l rate those countries at zero growth. However, this growth is really the 
result of positive and negative factors. Only Panama, Nicaragua and--too a 
small degree--Guatemala had positive growth rates. However, negative rates 
of economic growth were reported in Costa Rica and El Salvador, which as you 
know are the centers of greatest economic crisis at this time. 


In the Costa Rican case it is due to the fact that after 1980 a series of 
economic policy experiments were implemented which failed completely. This 
has placed the country on the verge of bankruptcy. It has an extremely large 
foreign debt which, considering the country's capacity, it cannot pay. 


Its exports have been negatively affected by the recession in international 
trade, mainly regarding its basic products. However, this led to one of the 
most brutal devaluations in Latin America, and in Central America in particu- 
lar. This 500-percent devaluation has been a new experience. Naturally it was 
so brutal--this is the only term that I can use--it was so brutal and radical 
that as a result the Costa Rican economy is beginning to recover very slowly. 
It will take many, many years for the Costa Rican economy to return to the 
healthy status it was some 5 years ago. 


The new regime to be inaugurated during the first week of May will find a most 
serious situation, which can endanger not only economic stability, but also 
the country's politics and social aspects. As you know, Costa Rica is a model 
country within the historical context of Latin America. His situation is such 
that either a gigantic effort is made to restore the economy, at great sacri- 
fice to the people, or nothing is done and the social, political and economic 
viability of this country will be completely in jeopardy. 
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ihe Salvadoran case, as we know, has completely different causes. Unfortunately, 
it is the result of some 3 years of complete unrest and unproductive capacity 
caused by a civil war--it must be called by its name, it is a civil war. It 

is not a group of subversives trying to overthrow the government. It is some- 
thing more serious which we Central Americans must admit. 


It is a radical transition. I don't know just to what extent last week's 
elections can help solve the situation. The Salvadoran economy has had two 
continued years of retrogression--that is to say it has had a negative growth 
rate. 


There is also a population problem. There has been a massive emigration of 

Salvadorans. There is virtual paralysis in the industrial sector, which is 

essential to El Salvador. Unless there is a strong manufacturing effort, El 
Salvador will be paralyzed. 


there is also the agricultural factor. As you know, traditional agriculture 
has been greatly affected by bad coffee prices and low cotton prices. There is 
also a low stimulus in sugar. Sugar, cotton and coffee: these comprise half 
of the Salvadoran economy, and this is paralyzed. The rest are services and 
manufacture. These are affected by the civil war. 


[Question] What can you tell us about the Guatemalan situation? 


[Answer] The Guatemalan situation is to certain extent new, and we must wait 
and see if the new de facto government can pull the country out of the situa- 
tion of uncertainty in which it finds itself. 


As | said, growth was very small--less than 1 percent, but growth nevertheless. 
This is the lowest rate Guatemala has had in approximately 25 years. However, 
this country has its own vitality because of the size of the market. With 7 
million inhabitants, this country has a domestic market that can promote itself 
and maintain the economy. 


Guatemala has also been affected by these factors I have mentioned. Basic 
products have been strongly depressed: coffee greatly, cotton somewhat, bananas 
a little also, but mainly sugar. Also, Guatemala has suffered from the dis- 
location of the Central American common market. Guatemala is the main exporter 
and importer of the common market. Therefore, it has diversified its agri- 
culture and has developed an industrial system fundamentally based on the pro- 
jections of the common market. But when this market was affected by events in 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and now El Salvador, there was an acute, considerable 
reduction of the Central American common market, and this affects Guatemala 
directly. 


However, there is one hope: this is petroleum. In the Guatemalan case, it is 
no longer a matter of prospecting for petroleum. It has been proven that 
Guatemala can become the third Latin American exporter, after Venezuela and 
Mexico. Petroleum reserves have been found. Naturally there are problems in 
marketing and extraction. It is a matter of investments for pipelines and 
also refining, if possible. 


66 














However, this is a technical problem, so to speak. The reserves are there; 
it is a matter of finding the conditions to exploit petroleum. This would 
allow Guatemala not only to be self-sufficient and avoid the huge cost of 
petroleum imports, but even to benefit from relatively satisfactory export 
prices. 


CSO: 3010/1320 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


NATIONAL GUARD CHIEF ON POLITICS, FALKLANDS 
PAO90443 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2300 GMT 6 Apr 82 


{interview with Panamanian National Guard Commander-in-Chief Ruben Dario Paredes 
hy Guillermo Rodolfo Valdez on 6 April; place not given--recorded ] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Going back to political matters, could you give us your 
opinion of the registration of political parties such as Olimpo's [Olimpo Saez] 
and of Arnulfo Arias's Panamenista party? Also what about the disputed party 
symbols? And do you believe that there is a lack of leadership in the country, 
in the political sense? 


[Answer] I would like to speak of Olimpo Saez first. I saw him on once, at 

the legislative palace. Thus, I know him only through his appearances on radio 
and television. However, I believe that he is a valuable Panamanian. He is 
doing the work necessary to a modern republic in which democracy prevails. This 
is what must be done. Political parties must emulate these humble Panamanians, 
who believe that the democratic solution as expressed at the polls is the best. 
[In the history of humanity no better system has been found. 


Regarding the dispute between the new concept of Panama, as espoused by Suarez 
and Pinzon, as opposed to that of Arnulfo Arias, my opinion as a Panamanian 
citizen is that for the sake of the peace in the republic and the image that 
we must project at home and abroad, it is obvious that we must respect the 
symbols of the traditional Panamenista party headed by Arnulfo Arias. 


However, [ know that the matter is in the courts and that they will make a 
decision. I hope that they decide in this way. But this is just my opinion 


as a citizen. 


And of course, I believe that there is leadership in the country. Can't you 
see that order prevails in the country? 


[Question] What can you tell us about the attitude of the Republic of Panama 
on the Falkland Islands issue? 


[Answer] My answer will be very brief. Throughout the world the situation of 
colonialist enclaves has changed. It is a pity that the English were not quick 
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enough to do what they did with Belize, where they freed the territory and 
pulled out. They should also have made an integral review of the Falklands. 
For 148 years, 250 years [as head] international courts, such as the United 
Nations, which ordered negotiations 16 years ago, have not given solutions in 
time. Argentina has assumed a hemispheric position on what it believes to be 
its own, and Panama believes that the Falklands belong to Argentina. The 
president and Panama's official statement have said as much. We also expressed 
this in our vote at the UN Security Council. The Falkland Islands belong to 
the fraternal Argentine people. 


The great disadvantage for the English is the distance--16,000 nautical miles. 
It is difficult for them to hold these possessions. I believe that although 
the fleet is on its way, the big brothers, the champions of democracy and the 
otherpowers will intervene to prevent more bloodshed and to arrive at negotia- 
tions that will conclude with a pact that will please both nations, England and 
Argentina. But fundamentally, the Falklands are Argentine. 


CSO: 3010/1321 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


COMMERCE MINISTER ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT GUARANTEES 





PAO91745 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2300 GMT 7 Apr 82 


| Interview with Commerce and Industries Minister Arturo Melo by Journalist Ivan 
Zurita on 7 April; place not given--recorded | 


'Text] [Question] Mr Minister, in the past few days there have been conflict- 
ing opinions about implementation of the Reagan plan in Panama, especially in 
the field of expropriation of assets and compensations. What is the position 
of the government? 


[Answer] Regarding expropriations, I think we are stretching it when we talk 
about expropriations. Our government does not support expropriation. Our 
government is not planning to do any expropriating. When we negotiate agree- 
ments to attract and protect investments, it is necessary to discuss expropria- 
tions, but this is a remote possibility. 


We, of course, must maintain our right to expropriate. This is a sovereign 
right. All the governments with which we are negotiating, the United States, 
England, Germany, France, Italy, Japan and Korea, recognize this right of 
expropriation. 


This is not confiscation. An expropriation is a purchase and there has to be 

a mechanism for establishing prices. In using this mechanism, we, of course, 

would never accept that an asset's value is the replacement cost of the expro- 
priated asset. We are negotiating to establish a just value. This is what we 
have to establish. 


We will be negotiating with the U.S. Government in Washington next week. Also 
this month, we will negotiate with the French and with the British Governments. 
We hope that we will soon reach agreements with these three governments. We 
are already in agreement, in principle, with the British Government. 


We speak about expropriations because these countries ask for definitions of 
the terms used in negotiations, but our government does not have any intention 
of expropriating assest. On the contrary, our government's intentions are to 
give all sort of guarantees so that national and foreign investments prosper in 
our country and create jobs and produce. 
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[Question]! Mr Minister, regarding application of this plan, le cei investors 
have complained that their foreign colleagues have an advantage. They say 
that while foreigners are entitled to arbitration before a final decision is 
made, nationals are not. What is the government's explanation? 


[Answer] Look: We are still negotiating this. We have to be realistic. We 
have to give guarantees to foreign investors. These investors are just that, 
foreigners who don't know our country, our laws, our institutions. They cannot 
vote in our elections. They cannot be part of the government. They can have 
no influence through public opinion. 


Therefore, they need some instruments that will give them certain guarantees 
so they will assume the risk of investing in our country. This has been 
suggested and this is part of what we are negotiating--to give foreigners the 
security that nationals have as nationals and that the foreigners don't have 
because they are foreigners. Nationals of. our country, in our system, in our 
democracy, have many ways of having their rights respected and they have used 
them. We have respected the rights of all the nationals and we will continue 
respecting them. 


CSO: 3010/1321 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


PDP LEADER SAYS OFFICIALS AMASSING FORTUNES 
PA120411 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Apr 82 p 8 C 
[Article by Gilberto A Gomez] 


(text] Ruben Dario Souza, secretary general of the People's Party (PDP), has 
accused government officials of amassing fortunes noting that 'new rich people 
have supplanted the democratic state with a dictatorship that is meaner than 
that which we had before 1968." 


Souza urged the PDP members to choose the path of the struggle for national 
liberation as a means of pressure so that other allied forces will not renounce 
the pact that united them. 


Souza told some 100 Panamanian communists who gathered at the Jose Gabriel 
Carrillo Broux Auditorium at the Journalists Union of Panama that the PDP 
allies which stray from the path outlined by the late General Torrijos "will 
be fought." 


Under the guideline .>» "spee:! up" the end of the presence of the "imperialism" 
im our country, Souz said that "we are not going to be waiting until the 
vear 2,000." 


The PDP secretary general, who was elected in the party's third congress in 
L951, advocated the unity of all the forces of the process for the 1984 presi- 
dential elections in order to obtain victory. He noted that this victory must 
serve in the complete elimination of "imperialism and the oligarchy." 


During his speech, the communist leader, who follows Moscow's ideology, in- 
sisted on discussing the pact that united him with the late leader of the 
October process. 


[he experienced leftist political leader, exiled in the Soviet Union during the 
1968 coup d'etat, called for a purge and a cleansing operation in the bureau- 
cracy and the bourgeoisie within the government. 


The main spokesman of the PDP--which was formally created on 4 April 1930 


despite the fact that it operated clandestinei’ for many years--said that 
"the 1 April celebrations were organized behind the backs of the masses." 
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He told those who gathered to listen to his social, political and economic 
analysis that "there appears to be a certain weariness among the forces that 
are leading the present government structure because of the exhaustion of a 
government that is wearing itseif out and a process that is tending toward 

a standstill." 


"This results in rifts in the government, the Democratic Revolutionary Party 
(PRD) and the National Guard itself," he noted. 


According to his party, “those who divide and cause rifts within the process 
are anti-Torrijos." 


Souza said that “there are signs which prove that concessions are being made to 
the anticommunism...officials at the government and PRD level do not hide the 
fact that they are promoting an anticommunism." 


The PDP feels that the country's problems will be solved through the applica- 
tion of a profound Agrarian reform law, the implementation of a balance of 
forces in which the state enterprises play a dominant role, together with the 


cooperatives and in which the private sector will play a secondary role. 


In conclusion, Souza stated that "we are very concerned because the positions 
are not clear, there is much confusion and there are no clear answers." 


CSO: 3010/1320 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


NATLONAL GUARD COMMANDER'S ATTITUDE PRAISED 


PAL20006 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 11 Apr 82 p 8-D 


it 


(‘The Nation" new analysis entitled: "Paredes Reaffirm His Position" ] 

'Text] National Guard Commander-in-chie: Col Ruben Dario Paredes spoke very 
wisely when he publicly reasserted his position of abstaining from participat- 
ing, or joining, in any political group in the country while he wore a military 
uniform. Paredes also rejected the presidential nomination of the Popular 
Broad Party [FRAMPO] led by Renato Pereira. 

"As long as I wear a uniform and am at the head of the National Guard, I 

cannot aspire, participate or accept a presidential candidacy or accept nom- 
inations of this nature," Colonel Paredes said. 


With trese words, expressing a lack of interest for the moment toward 
political nominations, Colonel Paredes postpones the FRAMPO's intentions of 
joining the Democratic Revolutionary Party [PRD] and nominating Paredes, who 
on the contrary noted that the National Guard is today involved in a process 
of "strengthening and reorganization." 


Colonel Paredes is gaining sympathy among the people because he is showing 

that he is really concerned about turning the Nationai Guard into an institu- 
tion that will watch over the security of the Panamanian people. Proof of 

this is the massive recruiting of Panamanians wanting to join the organization, 
as well as the visits he is making to various parts of the country to learn, 

on the spot, of problems affecting the people. 


Everything comes in due time and surely the time has not come in which the 
National Guard commander's interests are overriden by political considerations. 


Meanwhile, the people closely follow the conduct of this officer who is showing 
vreat awareness and good sense. 


cso: 3010/1320 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


FRAMPO LEADER COMMENTS ON PAREDES CANDIDACY 
PA121212 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Apr 82 p 1 
{By Jose Quintero de Leon] 


[Text] Renato Pereira, secretary general of the popular Broad Front Party 
(FRAMPO), explained this weekend what he called a "misinterpretation" of the 
decision made within the party to express sympathy for the possible presidential 
candidacy of Col Ruben D. Paredes in the 1984 elections. It was not meant to 

be a firm nomination. 


"We simply expressed our sympathy for the candidacy of citizen Paredes," 
Pereira said with concern, and completed his statement by saying, "We have not 
nominated Commander Paredes. Also remember that the nomination period is not 
open vet.” 


Pereira said that to describe as a nomination FRAMPO's expression of support 
for Paredes, was a "tremendous mistake by the opposition," which described it 
as a "military candidacy,'' when every citizen in the country over 35 years of 
age, and born in Panama, has the perfect right to aspire to the presidency. 


The FRAMPO founder described the party as one of "modern people," Torrijist 

in outlook but skeptical. He explained that his decision to opt for Paredes 
was because FRAMPO believes that he represents national unity, domestic peace, 
progress and democracy. 


Pereira also said that political personalities are not created, but emerge in 
national affairs through the social dynamics of the countries themselves. 
Therefore, what FRAMPO has done with citizen Paredes is to express an opinion, 
just as the Panamanists have done with Arnulfo Arias since 1968, the Peoples 
Action Party [PAPO] with Carlos Ivan Zuniga, and Christian Democracy with 
Ricardo Arias Calderon. 


"| do not think there is anything unusual about what is happening in FRAMPO," 
Pereira said. "And there is no reason why the opposition should panic," 

he said with sarcasm, referring to the immediate reaction caused in the opposi- 
tion parties by the FRAMPO announcement. The opposition leaders met at a local 
restaurant to discuss a possible Paredes nomination for the 1984 elections by 
one or more parties. 
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ira also predicted that the existing political parties will form two large 
blees which will nominate candidates of national stature. This is why, Renato 
said, FRAMPO expressed its position and soberly and sensibly opted for nomin- 
ated citizen Paredes. 


Finally Pereira expressed his conviction that there are no “invincible candi- 
dates."' Here he referred to the concept held by the opposition that the possible 
candidacy of Colonel Paredes with all the government machinery in his favor 

could not be defeated. Pereira said that if he was in the opposition he would 

be preparing the best possible candidate to pit against the government if it 
agrees to hold elections [as published]. 


CSO: 3010/1320 
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COUNTRY SECT LON PANAMA 


BRIEFS 


SEAT OF OAS REQUESTED--The OAS headquarters might be transferred to Panama City 
if a request to be made soon by Panama is approved. The offices of the so- 
called "Pan-Anerican Union" are currently located in the city of Washington in 
the United States. Regarding this a spokesman for the Panamanian Foreign 
Ministry who asked that his name be withheld, stated that "within the ideals of 
an America with an ever-increasing independent foreign policy and its economic 
and cultural integration plans, the seat of this regional organization should 
be located in a country such as Panama, with a clearly neutral and third-world 
stance." In the past few years, the OAS has been harshly criticized, above all 
by the democratic, progressive and revolutionary sectors. Not only as an or- 
ganization that turns its back on the needs of the peoples of the continent, 
but also as an instrument of the United States in its imperialist policy. The 
attitude of the former Panamanian Govermmnents, above all that under the 
direction of the then chief of government, Div Gen Omar Torrijos Herrera, 
consisted in using the OAS as a diplomatic front, both to pressure the United 
States for a new canal treaty, and as a tribunal to denounce dictatorships such 
as that of Somoza in Nicaragua, when Panama's seat was filled by Nicaraguan 
priest, Miguel d'Escoto, to formalize charges against the Somoza regime. [By 
Carlos J. Nunex L.] [Text] [PA122247 Panama City CRITICA in Spanish 12 Apr 

82 p 2] 


FACT-FINDING TOUR--A Spanish parliamentary delegation arrived in Panama this 
morning on their first lap of their tour to obtain information on the Central 
American situation. The delegates are members of the Spanish Congress’ Foreign 
\ffairs Committee. They are also scheduled to visit Nicaragua, El Salvador 

and Mexico. The mission includes deputy of the ruling Centrist Party (Carlos 
Camunas, head of the parliamentary delegation; socialist (Miguel Angel Martinez); 
communist (Jaime Ballesteros) and a representative of the Catalonian minority, 
(Joaquin Moulin). (Adonis Monforte Arregui), of the Basque Nationalist Party, 
will join the group on Monday. The deputies are accompanied by two members of 
the Spanish Cortes (Manuel Gonzalo Gonzalez) and (Eugenio Oncina). After 
meeting with Spanish ambassador in Panama, Antonio Serrano de Haro, and the 
president of the Spanish colony in Panama, Enrique Olivella, the deputies will 
give several interviews. On Monday, they are scheduled to meet with President 
Dr Aristides Royo, Panamanian Foreign Minister Jorge Illueca, and the apostolic 
administrator of the San Salvador Diocese, Msgr Arturo Rivera y Damas, now in 
Panama attending a Bolivarian Eucharistic Congress. While in El Salvador, 
Nicaragua and Mexico, the Spanish delegation will prepare a report on the 
Situation in Central America. [Text] [PA102026 Panama City Televisora 
Nacional in Spanish 1700 GMT 10 Apr 82] 
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(AMBS' APPOINTMENT--Thanks to the campaign carried out by this newspaper re- 
porting the local community's annoyance with and rejection of Lewis A. Tambs, 
President Ronald Reagan's proposed candidate for U.S. ambassador in Panama, a 
position presently held by Ambler Moss, who does have the sympathy of Panaman- 
ians; Reagan had to desist in his attempts. Tambs is considered to be an enemy 
of Panamanians because he was an enemy of the Torrijos-Carter treaties and he 
has always demonstrated it. [Text] [PA120211 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in 
Spanish 1l Apr 82 p 8-D] 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


"CANA' INTERVIEWS SURINAME YOUTH LEADER 
FL102015 Bridgetown CANA in English 1949 GMT 10 Apr 82 


[Text] Havana, Cuba, 10 Apr (CANA)--A Suriname youth leader made a call today 
that the Caribbean be declared a zone of peace, and invited the countries of 
the region to develop their relations on the principles of equality and 
peaceful co-existence. 


Michael Naarendorp, 27, head of a Suriname youth delegation, stated here that 
relations should not be dictated on the basis of military strength in Central 
America and the Caribbean, where the United States is presently carrying out 
massive military manouvres. 


In a statement to CANA, he also stressed that the peoples of the region have a 
right to determine the development path of their own processes. 


This is a right of the Cuban people, of the Nicaraguan people, the Grenandian 
people and also of the Surinamese people, Mr Naarendorp said. 


The chairman of the national youth movement of Suriname called for the strict- 
est observance of the principles of non-interference in the internal affairs of 


other states. 


Mr Naarendorp headed a delegation which included Hiwat, leader of the revolu- 
tionary youth committee of Suriname's ruling national military council, to 
the recently concluded fourth congress of the Union of Communist Youths of 


Cuba. 


Both delegates are members of the leadership of the revolutionary front of 
Suriname, which is headed by Lieutenant Colonel Daysi Bouterse. 


Mr Naarendorp also commented on the present situation in his country, especially 
after the 11 March counterrevolutionary coup attempt. 


He said this conspiracy was only one of many efforts by reactionary forces, 


inside and outside of the country, to try to frustrate the process initiated 
by young sergeants on 25 February 1980. 
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He mentioned as fundamental factors in the crushing of coup attempts, the 
strong unity within the ranks of the army, and that existing now between the 
army and the progressive forces of Suriname. 


The most important task, he said, is to strengthen the mass organisations and 
to develop, on a daily basis, their participation in the present transformation 
of the Surinamese society. 


On international affairs, Mr Naarendorp said that since the triumph of the 
February revolution, Suriname has begun to broaden its ties with the rest of 
the region. 


Suriname has reaffirmed its principles of nonalignment and has expressed 
solidarity with all peoples of the world that struggle for their liberation, 
and against racism, apartheid, neo-colonialism and imperialisn. 


During their stay in Havana, the Surinamese delegates said they were highly 
impressed by the discipline, democracy, fighting spirit and internationalist 
character ot the Cuban Youth Congress, which was attended by more than 120 
foreign representatives. 


CSO: 3025/1076 END 
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